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SECURITY MATTER - Oj DENATURALI¬ 
SATION PROCEEDINGS - G; 

_ REGISTRATI ON ACT; SEDITION : 

Pf had poor 

opinion of subj ec^atMtis afflllated 
organizations, elated abilities 

of MERTIG were commensurate with position 
of grocery clerk. In recent sedition trial 
in Washington, D, C«, subject wrote numerous 
letters of encouragement to defendants with 
enclosures of clothes and money. He also 
alleged mistreatment of defendants by prison 
authorities; demanded that the quality of 
their food be improved, that they be allowed 
outdoor exercise, etc. Additional informa¬ 
tion incorporated herein reflects subject's 
consistent defense of German policies and 
consistent oriticlsm of America's policies. 

At the present time he is attempting to re¬ 
vive GERMAN-AMERICAN REPUBLICAN LEAGUE with 
little success. He has engaged in extensive 
correspondence. Results of mail cover set 
forth. States his occupation to be "salesman" 
on Selective Service questionnaire and to 
Army Exclusion Hearing Board, Exclusion 
order recently revoked by U. S, Array Hearing 
Board. Hissole occupation apparently con¬ 
sists of collecting subscriptions and acting 
as agent for NATIONAL WEEKLIES, INC,, Winona, 

Minn, Spot surveillances reflect subject 
spends principal part of his time distributing 
newspapers, collecting subscriptions and 
writing letters 
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REFERENCEt 


DETAILS: 


Bureau file #65-9879. 


bTC 


Report of Special Agen 
2/26/44. 



New York, 


Bureau letter dated 12/1/44. 

The first part of thie report is being devoted to a re¬ 
view of pertinent information acquired since the date 
of reference report. 


bTD 


Confidential Informant^H^^^^rtos^^^l^^^^aiown to the 
Bureau, advised that an employee New York City 

was sent to a meeting of the "CITIZENS' PROTECTIVE IEAGUE" conducted by the^^^ 
sublec^g^l^h^apparentinstructions to evaluate the subject's ability 
MiMVi n New York City, later stated he did not have a very 
complimentary opinion of the subject and stated that his ability was such that 
he would best fit into the position of a grocery clerk in a backwoods store. 


It will be recalled that the CITIZENS' PROTECTIVE LEAGUE was a 
group organized by subject for the purpose of furthering the interests of 
thoae Americans of German descent. To further the interests of this group, 
MERTIG induced different speakers to appear at meetings and when possible 
he exhibited films favorably portraying conditions in Germany. 


An examination of the records of the New York office of the 
HAMBURG AMERICAN LINES and the NORTH OERMAN LL0TD_STEA.M5HIP LINES revealed 



dated Septemb er 30, 1938, by one _ 

'the above steamship lines 



new 


'who was employed 
in their New York Office. 

La meraorandun^PPPI^states that he exhibited a film for KURT MERTIG 
meeting of the CITIZENS' PROTECTIVE LEAGUE, at which meetingfH^P 

fepoke. The memorandum states that i^^^^speeeh 
fgave an eye-witness account of Germany in which he higW^praised the 
Germany's agricultural system, art, music and moralsalso praised 


Hitler and Germany's stand In the Czechoslovakian crisis at that time. 



Confidential Lnformant^^p advised that in April, 1939, the United 
States Government imposed certain additional customs duties on German imports. 
This made it impossible for Germany to obtain needed war supplied through 
the barter system. Immediately thereafter, he continued, "there sprang into 
existence in the United States several German-inspired organizations which 
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sought to use pressure to remove the countervallling duties. It was hoped 
to have cotton growers in the South to bring pressure on their Congressional 
representatives in Washington. The CITIZENS 1 PROTECTIVE IEAGUE, 1253 
Lexington Avenue, New York City, ol‘ which KURT MERTIQ was the chairman, was 
one of those participating pressure groups." 

This informant related that MERTIO attempted to arouse sentiment 
against the imposition of these countervallling duties and that he also dis- 
cusseu topics such as “The Boycott and the New Deal 11 and issued various 
supplementary statements such as “Don't say we didn't warn you," after which 
v/as the statement "The discretion already vested in the President, under the 
Neutrality Act is excessive and dangerous and any enlargement of same, such 
an is sought in some of the pending measures before Congress, is too great a 
•trust to be reposed in any man." 

Invitees were also urged to “Please come and obtain free of cliarge 
the booklet entitled 'Hitler's Reply to Roosevelt."* 

Reference letter also transmitted a memorandum from the Bureau of 
Prisons, Department of Justice, dated September 2, 1944, wherein it was 
advised that subject engaged in considerable correspondence with defendants 
in the mass sedition trial recently held in Washington, D. C. A number of 
the defendants in such case were confined in the District of Columbia Jail, 
Washington, D. C. 


Records of this institution reflect that iMERTIG began corresporri- 
with members of th e srouu early in Lhv. 1944. He firs t wrote t<^| 

by lettej^Jated 

lay -U, 194^^11 cont ained an enclo sure of $5.00 which HERTIG indicated was 
from j 


a gift to ( 


On Lay 12, 1944* the: 
package of food addressed tc 


_nas also returned to LERTIO a miscellaneous 
On Lay 13th next a letter from ifliKTIG 
outlining the contents of the rejected package was transmitted to the jail 
with a n explanatory note from tlda office. Additional letters addressed to 
”7were inspected on the following days* 


Hay 15 Advised of sending a second package; enclosed $1.00 
(Package was rejected at jail). 

May 18 Expressed regret at rejection of packages; enclosed 
copy of letter of protest to this office. 


June 1 Expressed encouragement. Enclosed $10.00 money ordor. 
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June 17 Reported items of clothing being forwarded) enclosed 
♦10 .00 money order. 

June 28 Expressed encouragement at outcome of trial) en¬ 
closed $1.00. 

June 29 Reported mailing of package containing 2 shirts, 

1 neoktie, 2 handkerchiefs and 2 pair of drawers. 

July 7 Protested refusal of Bureau oi' Prisons to accept cloth¬ 
ing sent to defendants. 

The Albany Field division has advised that a former 

employee of the German Consulate in ;.e„- York City, oc^Jeo that he could 
not seem to recall ITCRTIO'S appearance or any connection with the Consulate. 

on Day 10, 1945, the United States Array Lxclusion Board rescirkled 
their order excluding subject from the Eastern Defense Command. Subject was 
originally ordered excluded on June 7, 1943. 

A survey recently made of ths premises of subject, 317 East 54th 
Street, reflected that a technical surveillance was not feasible in view of 
many adverse factors. 

As will be reflected in a later stage of this report, subject at 
the present time is attempting to revive his former GERMAN AMERICAN 
REPUBLICAN LEAGUE. 

On July 2, 1945, Confidential InformantJP^related that on 
June 30, 1945, subject dispatched the following letter to a metropolitan 
newspaper for the purpose of having it included in the letters to the 
editor section of the paper. This letter is being set out verbatim as it 
is indicative of subject's mental attitude and present views. 

“During the past 12 years the Roosevelt administration has 
been instrumental in every conceivable way in furthering ths 
cause of the foreign relatives and co-religionists of some 
four million Jewish American citizens - giving them financial, ^ 
political and economic succor, and, as an end product, has 
cjqaended the lives and limbs of hundreds of thousands of 
American soldiers besides the concomitant suffering of their 
American families. - 

"V.hat have we done in Europe since 7 E Day to restore order 
and 'make the world safe for the Four Freedoms'? - act 
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like the little boy who broke up a watch and then had not the 
faintest idea how to get it running again. Vfe have not even 
made an attempt to restore postal, telegraph and phone service, 
traffic or trade in defeated Germany - a very obvious pre¬ 
requisite for reconstruction. - In short, we have so far made 
a terrible mesa since V. E Day 1 - 

"And voluble arguments by such 'experts* as Henry Horgenthau 
and park bench philosopher Bernard 11. Baruch as well as 
•Foreign Economic' Administrator (whose prime achievement 
seems to be to have succeeded in attaching himself to a fat 
Government pay check), are being so persistently and so cunning¬ 
ly put forward over the radio - and in the editorial columns 
and the doctored 'news' of the large -Jewish controlled 
majority of the American newspapers - that the control, by 
persons of German descent, of all German trade and industry 
must either be utterly destroyed, or turned over very 'patriot¬ 
ically' to 'American' capital.- 

"This policy of senseless and revengeful destruction neither 
represents American traditions nor serves the best interests 
of this Republic. It wL 11 only drag down the white race to 
its final doom ! - 

"The many thousands of young American soldiers of German stock 
who served on the Western Front were told that only the Nazi 
regime was to be driven out; and that nothing was held against 
the German people - but many of these soldiers, whose final 
resting place turned out to be a grave in the foreign soil 
of Europe, would turn in their graves, if they could see what 
right now is being done over there to German women and children, 
to the war maimed and the aged. - 

"There are, however, in the United States 25 to 30 millions 
of American citizens of German descent, who, no leas than 
those now dead and gone soldiers, are profoundly interested 
in the welfare of their relatives abroad, who, from hunger 
and disease are now suffering pains and anxieties utterly 
unknown in the country. - 

"This large German ancestry contingent of our American citizenry 
does not yield to any other nationality or race, making up the 
American Amalgam, ary slightest admission that its loyalty to 
this Republic, and to its institutions, is in any degree less 
than that of anyone else.- 
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“The American citizens of Gorman stock do not intend to sit 
idly by to see millions of their kinfolk in Germany die a 
cruel death by starvation right now, or freeze to death 
during the coming winter.- 

“The very least they have a right to insist right now is 
that immediate measures be adopted by our American Occupational 
Forcest 

“1) to re-instate postal, telegraph and telephone 
service, transportation and armeting of food etc. supplies in 
our occupied zone of Germany] 

“2) to permit American citizens to use the mail for 
sending food packages, clothing and money to their suffering 
relatives in Germany; 

"3) to use our influence in the not yet operative Central 
Control Commission, in Berlin, to make such facilities also 
available for the parts of Germany occupied by the British, 
French and Russians•- 


Yours very truly, 
OERMAN-AlGiRICAN REPUBLICAN LEAGUE 


/s/ Kurt Liertig 

Kurt Kertig, acting cliairraan" 

It was deemed advisable to make additional inquiry regarding sub¬ 
ject's pjresent source of income and financial status. 


In registering with Local Board No. 40, 139 Last 57th Street, New 
York City, subject stated his occupation to be “salesman." He testified 
before the Army Exclusion Board and related that Ills occupation was 
“merchandise broker” and vendor of “foodstuffs," and, further, that he was 
employed by the NATIONAL WEEKLIES, Winona, Minnesota. 
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IbiDflBi whose identity is known to the Bureau, related that he 
was acquainted with the subject, having met him upon various oocasiona in 
the Yorkville or German section of New York City. He stated that MERTIG 
was constantly defending Germany's course of action in the present war and 
condemning American political and military policy. He stated that at the 
present time subject was attempting to revive the German American Republican 
League, which has been defunot for several years. MERTIG at one time 
attempted to organize this group in conjunction with his Independent Voters' 
League; however, this expectation did not materialize and the group was 
forced to disband because of lack of membership. 

Informant related that MERTIG is a busybody at heart who is con¬ 
stantly attempting to interject himself into anything of a political nature. 
In his opinion iUSRTIO is a "big jerk" who fancies himself an intellectual. 
The ^IRMAN-AMKRICAN REPUBLICAN .LEAGUE, however, has met with indifferent 
success up to the present time, arid no meetings have been held to date. 

It vras his further opinion that the membership of this organization and of 
the INDEIEHDSNT VOTERS' LEAGUE, both sponsored by U ERTIQ, consisted princi¬ 
pally of the activities of t/JGRTIG himself. 


He related that subject at the present time distributes various 
newspapers in the German language which are received from the Midwest. He 
also related that a supplementary source of IJERTIG'S income consisted of 
collecting subscriptions and advertisements for these various German 
Midwestern papers. He advised that MERTIG distributed these papers to a 
number of newspaper stands throughout Yorkville. 


tzibio mm who is a competent and extremely reliable informant, re¬ 
iterated tha^iew took MERTtO seriously and that his appeal, if any, was 
to the lunatic fringe. 

• _^_ 

*New York 
formerly a member, 

_ 3UND. In this category lie had 

occasion to make numerous speeohes throughout the German area and knows 
many German individuals. He related that MERTIG never had any association 
or affiliation with the GERMAN-AMERICAN BUND or other German Nazi groups in 
this city, stating that MERTIG could not play a prominent role in these 
organizations and consequently declined to be a member. He advised that ha 
had not seen MERTIG in several years and was unable to supply any informa¬ 
tion regarding his present activities. 
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This individual likewise had a very poor opinion of subject, in 
so far as intellectual attributes were concerned, and stated that he was 
too stupid to engage in un-American activities. 



New York City, was inter' 


viewed in 


HSRTIQ 
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Mew York, Mew York 
August 31, 1945 


MEMO 

Re: KURT MERTTG; 

TKTERMAL SECTTITTY - G 

Under the caption, "German American Reawakening", the "Aufbau" 
of August 15, 1945, calls attention to open letters recently addressed to 
President Truman and to the Military Affairs Committee of the United States 
Senate. In his letter to President Truman, which is set forth in the above 
publication, KURT MERTTG states: 

"Thirty million American citizens of German ancestry have 
been manifesting a typical German attitude of -oat* ence and sclent 
submission toward the officials put in charge of bringing order out 
of European chaos, wherehinger and famine, esoecially in Germany, 
is staring everybody in the face. 

"This patience and endurance is all the more notable 
since for twelve long years past they have been injured and humiliated 
and conspired against by an impudent but cunningly entrenched one- 
fortieth minority of our population v/hi ch imagines that by reason of 
its control over our newspapers and other information agencies it 
will be able to induce the Allied nations to restore to them the 
wealth prior to the second world war the German Government took 
awRy from their race on the ground that this race itself had originally 
taken that wealth from the German neople by extortion and usury. 

"Recognizing thema.i n obstacle to this recovery by them of 
their illgotteqfolunder is to be found in the voting power which, 
after all, cannot be taken away from our American citizens of German 
ancestry, this one-fortieth minority laid its plans years ago and 
commenced by subjecting its fellow citizens of German ancestry to an 
illegal boycott, and is now carrying its campaign to the point of 
howling for the utter extiruation of the German race amid a chaos 
and confusion such as the world has never previously witnessed. 

"That the government of the United State b shall use its 
full power and influence toward the inducing of each and all of the 
United nations cease and desist from an infamous program and policy 
embodied in the plans and proposals which at present are being put 
forward by international Jewry, as a preliminary to the final and 
culminating success of its eagerly pursued design for y/orld domina¬ 
tion — the program and policy of sending demobilized German war iVi'U'- 
prisoners and ex-soldiers away from Germany, where they would other¬ 
wise be unable to nrotect their families from the industrial 
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"sex slavery practiced against them in former years by this 9ame inter¬ 
national Jewry, and consigning these capable men to hopeless slavery 
for Indefinite periods of separation from those wives, from whom, "by 
express command of God Almighty himself, they may not rightfully 'he 
put asunder' 

In his letter to the United States Military Affairs Committee, 
the subject states: 

"During the past twelve years the Roosevelt administration 
has been instrumental in every conceivable way in furthering the cause 
of the foreign relatives and co-religionists of some four million 
Jewish American citizens—giving them financial, political and economic 
succor, and, as an end product, has expended the lives and limbs of 
hundreds of thousands of American soldiers besides the concomitant 
suffering of their American families. . . 

"What have we done in Europe since V-E-Day to restore order 
and ' make the world safe for the Four Freedoms?' ... We have not 
even made an attempt to restore postal, telegraph and phone service, 
traffic or trade in defeated Germany—a very obvious prerequisite 
for reconstruction. . . This policy of senseless and revengeful 
destruction neither represents American tradition nor serves the best 
interests of this Remiblic. Tt will only drag the white race dov/n to 
its final doomt . . . 

"There are, however, in the United States 25 to 30 millions 
of American citizens of German descent, who . . . are profoundly 
Interested in the welfare of their relatives abroad, who, from hunger 
and disease are now suffering pains and anxieties utterly unknown in 
this country. This large German ancestry contingent of our American 
citizenry does not yield to any other nationality or raco, making up 
the American Amalgam, any slightest admission that its loyalty to this 
Republic, and to its institutions, is in any degree less than that of 
anyone else. 

"The American citizens of German stock do not intend to sit 
idly by to see millions of their kinfolk in Germany die a cruel death 
by starvation right now, or freeze to death during the coming winter. 

"The very least they have a right to insist upon right now 
is that immediate measures b e adopted by our American occupational 
f orces: 


"1) to re-5nstate postal, telegraph and telephone service, 
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"transportation and marketing of food, etc. supplies in otir occupied 
zone in Germany. 

"2) to permit American citizens to use the nail for send¬ 
ing food packages, clothing and money to their suffering relatives in 
Germany. 

"3) to use our influence in the not yet operative Central 
Control Commission, in Berlin, to make such facilities also available 
for the parts of Germany occupied by the British, French and Russians. 

"All self-respecting American citizens of German descent 
undoubtedly wish to serve notice on our present Administration that the 
Genaan-American vote is going to make itself felt, in the coming elec¬ 
tions, for the strengthening of the basic ■orincinles which all of us 
are proud to call American—the very opposite of the policy now being 
pursued." j 

In discussing the aoove letters of MFRTTG, the "Aufbau" states 
that MFRTTG was formerly associated with crackpots and pro-Fascists, and 
that he was affiliated vith the German American Bund and other German National 
Socialist groups. MFRTTG at the present time is attempting to revive the 
"German American Republican League of New York". The paper predicts that 
his pro-Fascist views will succeed in convincing few AmBrican citizens. MERTTG 
at the present time is conducting his meetings at various small restaurants 
in the vicinity of 86th Street, New York City. Indications are that the 
membership of this group is very limited at the present time. 
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(german-Ammratt 2bpuhltran Upague 


of (Srpotpr Npiu $ork 

FOUNDED IN 193S 


KURT MERTIG. Chairman 


Eon. Harry S. Truman 
President of the United States 
White House 
’Washington, D. C. 

Mr. President:- 


NEW YORK. N. y.. September 26, 1940, 

317 EAST 84TH STREET ' 


It was on your authority that lion . Robert F. Jackson was taken 
off the U. S. Supreme Court benoh' - where he, a Hew York up-state 
country lawyer without even a formal legal degree, upon his discovery 
by the New Dealer Judge Samuel I Rosenman was put by F. D. Roosevelt - 
to become a Nazi prosecutor under a .juridical theory of collective 
guilt , alien to the American conoept of the rights anS~dlgnity of 
the individual man* - 


It is therefore 
consummation 

un-American 


therefore you, Mr. President, to whom we appeal to prevent 
a of this* plannecf lynchlng - bee and to condemn thTs totally 
7 unconstitutional mongrel "trial" |3[ Nuremberg . 

Congress.has not'done so much as to debate the Jacksonpconducted 
Nuremberg "trial” and has not voted the funds for it. - 

I For ten long months, Hon. Robert F. Jackson has been prejudicing 
the cause of the twenty-two aooused German businessmen and German 
officials at Nuremberg by referring to them constantly as "war orimina] 
and the kept press has been echoing all of ; Mr* Jaokson’s absurdities, -I 

Now the "Daily Worker" and'other oommunist and Jewish publications 
burst forth in a chorus "World Wants Hanging Verdict at Nuremberg", f 
just as about 1900 years ago the mob at Jerusalem howled " Crucify him ". 

1 . Mr. Jaokson pretends in his summation to "charge" the twenty-two 

Iprisoners with" oonsplracy to wage aggressive war "*- 

We wish to remind you, Mr. President, that 

j1) Conspiracy against peace can safely be laid to 
Roosevelt and Churchill; 

2) Just prior to Pearl Harbor, the Gallup polls showed 
83 % of America was against active participation in 
this last war; 

3) U. S. Army Air Forces went on their own acoount to 
Europe, used blookbursters, rockets and any other 
life-destroying device to kill wholesale German 
non-combattants and to wantonly destroy oities, towns 
and villages of a nation who had done*no harm to us 
whatever* America transgressed devastation to a degree 
heretofore unknown in history and not justified by military 
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4) America 


»rioeT.B equally guilty - <*£ whavshe accuses Germany 
a) deport ^- “ -- 




eportation for fi2a.ro labor} w 
murder and ill-treatment of prisonera of war; 
ystematically starring to death civilians; 
lunder of private and publio property# 

A *’U v • V., ■ #r..« • .A >, >'*1 * ' f ^ 


In fact* tbe United States and its allies are doing this still 
to-day, eighteen months after fighting stopped, while the record, 
shows that the Germans have never carried on war by other means, 
after the fighting stopped# On the oontrary, they have always helped 
to heal the wounds of war# They have never shown the vindictiveness 
of the Slavs, the Latins* the Pan-Britons or the Americane#- 

Nom as to the Jaokson-conduated "International Military Tribunal" 


at Nuremberg, it cannot be denied that.under the originally established 
rules of aotion among the peoples of Europe, it has neither standing 
in International Law nor In Amerioan Civil Law nor in American Military 
Court Martial Rules# 


It is hokum when Mr# Jackson invents the phrase: 

"Whatever the state of international law has been 
In the past about the crime of making war, it is a 
crime now. When the representatives of this country, 

Britain, Franoe and Russia signed their agreement 
in London last August, the old order, in whloh 
war-making might be construed as'legal, came to a 
definable end".- 

Yfhat MT# Jaokson overlooks in his self-righteousness is: 

"International law has never held that war is a crime 
and any changes in international law must be aooepted 

1 by all nations".- 

, Mr# Jaokson had as his collaborators for the preparation of 

; this Nuremberg "trial" two Jews, Judge Samuel I# Rose nm a n and 
Dr. Sheldon Glueok. He has as associate Justices the "immortal" 
fomer U# S. Attorney General Francis Biddle and the Pearl Harbor 
report whitewash former U. S# Supreme Court Judge Roberts, who 
has evidently reaohed "second childhood age".- No more need be said}- 

Mr# Jackson’s prosecution oan be. readily attacked - and surely 
will be condemned by historians - as Lynch Law and a Jewish vindictive 
scheme to railroad to the gallows twenty-two aocused Germans who have 
done nothing essentially different from actions that have been per¬ 
petrated for generations by American businessmen and American govern¬ 
mental officials.- 

The saying proves true: 

"The AnrfD-Saxon uses one yardstick on himself and another on others ". 

It pleases Mr. Jaokson to exaggerate, for example, that "millions 1 
I of Jews were eliminated by the Germans , when the actual number statisti¬ 
cally proven is in reality les3 than two hundred thousand. *- 
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Now Mr* President, are you av»are that your signing of 
Executive Order 9547 in your rank as Commander-in-Chief in 


authorising the \Yar Department to oonduot this Nuremberg "trial” 
!is entirely unconstitutional because of the restrictions which the 


Constitution places on the role and application as well as on the 
staffing of Court Martials* 


No American Court-Martial can try officers of other nations, 
and such transgression has never before been attempted. Mr* Jackson*s* 
"oourt", however, pretends to "try" foreign offloers and also foreign 
statesmen and private individuals. Furthermore the Jaokson "oourt" 
is not presided over by military judges or prosecuted by military 
proseoutors* 


After his performance at Nuremberg, Mr* Jaokson*s only permissible 

characterization 1st Juridical Anarchist* 


If the verdiots, scheduled to be announced on Monday, Sept* 30th 
prescribe hanging of the twenty-two accused men, will it then not be 
ten times more mandatory to hang the hypooritioal politicians and 
financiers who are plotting now against the world a tyranny far more 
extensive and far more disastrous than was ever said to have been 
contemplated by Hitler* 


And this includes with double foroe suoh smooth conspirators as 
Henry Morgenthau, Bernard Baruch, Samuel I Rosenraan, Cordell Hull, 
Felix Frankfurter et al who ooncooted and put over that infamous 
1 Morgenthau Plan and the Potsdam Agreement which caused the pillaging, 
murdering and raping of many millions of German civilians, the 
forced removal during rain and snow of the aged, women and children ^ 
•of entire German and Austrian provinces, the,ill-treatment of German 
prisoners of war and the sending of millions of German soldiers 
and civilians in slave labor camps, .and the systematical starving 
Jand freezing to death hundred times as many defenseless German civilian 
/than Jews lived in Western and Central Europe - and this even now, 

' eighteen months after hostilities have oeased in Europe* 


senthau* Be 


Rogenman 


If you do not disavow this nonsense at Nuremberg, it is still 
time for the Amerioan people to wake up and prevent the consumatlon 
of this plot of Jewish vindictiveness* 


Vera- sincerely yours, 


y end* 


Kurt Mertig 
ohairman 

German-Amerloan Republican League 
of Greater New York 




















UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: October 9, 1946 


SAC, New York City 


7-ROM 


Director, FBI 


SUBJECT: kurt MERTIG; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


to you Presi¬ 
dent of the United States, by inenorandumo^O^ode^^^jra^t^nirniBned the Bureau 
with correspondence which was addressed to the President by Kurt Mertig, Chairman 
of the German-Ameriean Republican League of Greater New York. A photoetatic copy 
of this correspondence Is attached hereto for the completion of your files. 


Attachment 




January ?7, 1947 


CKC, San Diego 


E reotor.^psi 

IT VKBTIO 
J 4PC0P.XTT ' ATTKR 


0 


Reference la t *da to your letter dated Deoe-ber SO, 1940, which 
enoleeed a newanaper entitled "The Broow,* published in Can Diego. The 
loowsber 2, 1946 1 e s vie of this publication ha a been noted to oontain an 
article written by Kurt crtlp. 

Thia la to adviae you that ertig, who conaldera hlnaelf to bo 
the Chairran of the Ocrran Ar.erican Republican league of Greater Hew Yorh, 
haa been tho aubjeot of oxtonalve Investigation by the Bureau. Tie also' 
considers hlr.self to be fihalrran of the Cltlren*' rvoteotlve T .oague, 317 
'‘.net 64th Street, Hew York City. Thlo orper.!eetion is practically non¬ 
existent and ia utilised as a devloo for obtaining funds for Verfcij-. ’ertig 
lc oonaldercd a perennial critio of any volley of the United States adversely 
r.ffeotlrr; d-sj~apy and he recently resolved a prison ser.tenoe on a disorderly 
conduct oharpe in Hew Yorb City arising out of hie enfci-Scrd tie speeches. 

He has little influenoe or following. Yhe hew YorV field Off loo has boon 
The offloe of origin in the Investigation with regard to hir. 

In aooordanee with your roqnoat, there is being returned to you 
tho Deowibcr 2, 1946 issue of the '"Mioation "The Broorw" 


Enclosure 

oc Hew Ycrlc 
66-20663 




HaTUwneHks 
Ex-Bund Leader 


By HOWARD RUSHMORE 

Kurt Mertig.. ex-convict and. 

I foWlt-r leader ol groups associated 
[•With the Nazi Bund, today was 
) looking for a new hall in which 
to hold meetings of his "Gcrman- 
American Republican League.” 

As a result of the N. Y. Journal- 
American’s exposure of Mertig's | 
renewed "Germany first” activi- i ( 
ties yesterday, the management 
of the Werderrnann Hall, 160 3rd 
ave., last night told Mertig "this 
is your last meeting here—we 
don’t want your kind in our 
building.” . 

About 25 persons, most ol 
them speaking German, hail 
gathered in one of the meeting 
Irooms when Joseph Esseril 
• manager of the building, told 
kilcrtig “to finish your meeting 
land don’t come back.” 

ORDERS REPORTER OUT. 

Obviously enraged, Mertig then 
ordered this reporter and William 
Finn, N. Y. Journal-American 
photographer, out of the hall. 

“You weren’t invited,” Mertig 
said. “We don't like the kind 
of stories your newspaper prints 
about us. Get out.” 

Mertig refused to challenge the 
accuracy of the story which cited 
his record as former secretary of 
the League of German Societies 
i—plus his six-months stay in the 
[Workhouse where he was sent- 
ijenced for publicly advocating re- 
uiglous bigotry at a meeting jin 
■Queens. 

( \>ENIES BUND CONNECTIO 
,r We aren't Bund member: 
Mertig said. "Nobody here has 
anything to do with the Bund.” 
This reporter then cited the 
program of Mertig's "German- 
and "Citizens 
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As a result of the N. Y. Journal- 


pnci’Cf-'T 


American’s exposure of Mert* 



renewed "Germany first'' ac 
lies yesterday, the managenu .. 
of the Werdermann Hall, 160 3rd j 
ave., last night told Mertlg "this 1 
is your last meeting here—we 
don't want your kind in our. 
building." | 

About 25 persons, most oj 
them speaking German, had 
gathered in one of the meeting 
rooms when Joseph Esscrtl | 
manager of the building, told 
Mertig "to finish your meeting 
and don’t come back.” 

ORDERS REPORTED OUT, 
Obviously enraged, Mertig then 
ordered this reporter and William 
Finn. N. Y. Joumal-American ) 
photographer, out of the hall. 
"You weren’t invited,” Mertig 
said, "We don’t like the kind 
of stories your newspaper prints 
about ns. Get out.” 

Mertig refused to challenge the ; 
accuracy of the story which cited 
his record as former secretary of 
the League of German Societies 
—plus his six-months stay in the 
Workhouse where he was sent¬ 
enced for publicly advocating re- 
lligious bigotry at a mectlng.ln 
iQueens. 

^DENIES BUND CONNECTHM . 
“We aren’t Bund member: 
Mertig said. "Nobody here has 
anything to do with the Bund.” 
This reporter then cited the 
program of Mertig’s “German- 
American League" and "Citizens 
Protective League” as closely re¬ 
sembling that of the pre-war Nazi 
groups which infested Yorkviilo. 
"Why docs your organization 
demand that Negro soldiers in 
United States uniform be with¬ 
drawn from Germany?” Mertig i ; 


T. lAiNIN'G 


:\£, & 


' * • >V 

• • ; V'.y r . 


rf- ' •• 


e -2 ' J 


CLIPPING FROM T) 


N'. Y.. J* 


< DATED . 

FORWARDED BY N. Y. DIV 


i 



(Smttatt-Amprmm jRppubltratt foague 
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FOUNDED IN 1936 


KURT MERTIG. Chairman 


new york. n. v.. October b, lv47. 


317 EAST S4TH STREET 


It is an undeniable historical fact that in pre-war days — as a 
result of skilful research by German scientists with similarly skilful 
mechanical ability, coupled with patient industry manifested by German 
workmen — Germany became the heart of Europe in all those activities 
which under modern civilization provide for the feeding and clothing 
and housing of Europe.- 


And it is equally undeniable that if Europe is to be put on its feet 


again, and American taxpayers relieved of the burden of providing 
food ana clothing for Europe, the science and industry of Germany must 
once more be given free opportunity to exert its full power for the 
benefit of other European nations, whose people never did acquire the 
industrial talent of the Germans — and are much less likely to 
aoquire that talent now.- 

Ilence the present concealed - but non-the-less most determined effort 
by selfish interests - to keep in force the Morgenthau Plan to make 
a goat pasture out of Germany and in that process destroy most of 
Germany’s industry and starve to death some thirty million skilled 
German workers and their families, is not only infamous but also 
asinine .- 

The American public has been kept uninformed and has been deliberately 
misled regarding the urgent necessity to rehabilitate Germany and W£ 
write you to help combat that deliberately intended promoting of such 
xgnorance .- 

General Lucius D. Clay, U. S. i. J. lit ary Governor of Germany, ventured 
the ugly threat that he would hold up the delivery of Araerioan Relief 
froofl shipments to Germany , if German workmen should resist the piratical 
program of dismantling and shipping to England additional ninehundred 
to eighteen hundred German factories from the British occupation zone 
of Germany, which is a combination of outrage and folly ! - 


How would it be possible to rehabilita te Germany and deliver American 
taxpayers from their present burden of relieving Germany and Europe , 
if all modern Instrumentalities for the producing of food and clothing 
and shelter continue to be taken away from Germany ? - 

The survival of civilization is at stake in this matter . Yfe are our 
brother’s keeper as never before in human history l - 

Ve ■ -- 


GERMAN-AMERICAN REPUBLICAN LEAGUE 



encl. 



























































WAR DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON O C 



15 October 1947 


Mr. Kurt Mertig, Chairman 
Oerman-Amerlcan Republican League 
317 East 54th Street 
Nee York, N. Y. 


My deer Mr Merttgi 

1 regret that my present visit to the Chi ted States la United 
Id duration and devoted almost entirely to the discussions now under 
way with representatives of the British Govemaent. Hence, It will 
not be possible for me to meet with you and the delegation represent¬ 
ing the Oeman-Anerlcan Republican League on this trip es I oust 
return to Germany immediately at the end of the present conferences. 

There Bust be some misunderstanding of what we are trying to 
do In Germany If It Is considered by anyone that an effort Is being 
made to maintain what you describe aa the nforgenthmi Plan." In 
point of fact, this plan as it la cocmonly understood has never been 
applied In Oereany. 

I wish to assure you that it la not our policy to make any 
threats to the German people. However, I did make the statement that 
Military Government In extending food and other assistance to the 
German people expected In return their co-operation and that It could 
not be expected to extend aid if there should develop open defiance 
of lte orders. 

Of course, you will understand that Military Government does not 
make the policy of our government In Germany. However, It Is my duty 
(as Ullltary Governor) to see that our government's policy la Imple¬ 
mented and tnat 1 ehall endeavor to accomplish at all times to the 
linlt of my ability. 


Here, 1 hope you will permit me to suggest that your views with 
respect tc our government's policy in Germany might be more appro¬ 
priately addressed to the officials of government responsible for 
policy and not to the Military Governor, whose responsibility is the 
execution of and not the making of policy. 



Cf course, 1 ehall be glad to see you on any subsequent visit 
to the Chi ted States In which scheduled International conferences 
do not require all available time 


Sincerely youra. 



LUCIOS D. CUT 
General, U. S. Army 
Commander-In-Chief, European Theater 




German-Atttprtratt Uepuhltratt Skague 

of flSrwkr Nmi ^ork 

POUNDED IN I0SS 


KURT MERTIO, CHAIRMAN 


NEW YORK. n. v.. October 28, 1947* 

S17 KART bath struct 


Lt. General Lucius D. Clay 
Hq. OMGUS 

APO 742 o/o PM New York City* 

My dear Generals- re: The German Qolgatha t 

We noted with regret from your letter of Ootober 15th that the 
limited time of your etay in Washington made it impossible for you 
to reoelve our delegation representing thousands of Amerioan oitizens 
of German descent to dlaousa^ rehabilitation and revitalization of 
Germany . It la also deplorable that you did not give any infoimaTion 
to the preoa, because an ever increasing tenseness has been oreated 
about nhat la actually happening in Germany due to the reoently 
reorudesoent pensorship on communications from and to U. S. occupied 
Germany. Letters from the Russian ocoupied zone arrive in three weeks, 
while it takes six weeks for a letter to arrive here from the U.s. zone . 

As dose students of German economy we should have very much appreoiefc- 
ed an opportunity to discuss with you ways and means how to arrive at 
a better solution of the problems of Germany - always with a view how 
to lighten the load of the Ame rioan taxpayer - because offioial 
Washington*s and your military Government’s uncompromising attitude on 
the continued dismantling of what manufacturing . plants still remain in 
Germany and shipping them from the British and American occupation 
zones to England and to Russfh, is very puzzling l - 

And so has been your ’’statement*' as to your proposed stoppage of food 
relief to the German population, in oase German workmen should noT lend 
a willing Hand in the dismantling of additional 682 industrial German 
plants, some of whioh have been oonstruoted since fighting stopped 
two years and six months ago.- 

Did you have in mind also the withholding of parcel post gift packages 
of Amerioan citizens to their starving German kinfolk ? Such chicanery 
had oocured before 1 - 

Senator Styles Bridges pointed out in Erankfurt and Berlin on Oct 22: 

"It is crazy to shovel out hundreds of millions on one hand, 
and take out things which would permit the Germans to get on 
their feet. Reparations should have been taken out from 
current production of German plants' , raiheFTKan from actual 
plant machinery . Machinery in Germany should be used to produoe 
and thus assist in European reconstruction under the Marshall Ran ”. 







































































'•Ye have believed right along what Senator C. Vteyland Brooks said 
a few days ago, while visiting Germany: 


"The time has come to bring this problem of reparations before 
the Amerloan people and disclose to them that the present American 
policy toward Germany was based on a bad deal at Potsdam , a stupid 
Morgenthau £lan and _a delayed level-of - industry program " 


Mr. Ernest T. Weir, ohalrman of the national Steel Corporation of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., stated in his "Notes on a Trip to Europe" a few days 
ago: 

"There is universal agreement on the part of English business men 
that Germany must be rehabilitated and a great increase In pro¬ 
duction brought about by allowing the German people full liberty 
in the reconstruction of their country , I do not believe we can 
ever have a going Europe until this is started. The Morgenthau 
Plan as applied in Germany by our country was one of - the great 
crimes of hlstory .- 

The report of Mr. Hoover, which was endorsed by the group of 
American business men that whs sent to Germany, showed plainly 
what must be done. The Administration in Washington stated some 
time ago that they were putting this into effect. This is a 
oomplete misrepresentation to the people of this oountry because 
nothing has been done so far as I oan find. The slightly amended 
Morgenthau Plan is still in control. This is one thing tha? 

Congress must talce" steps to accomplish - that is, a proper program 
for the rehabilitation of Germany. We, of oourse, will have to 
advance money to Germany to bring that about, but I believe it is 
one of the safest plaoes in Europe to put funds for reconstruction 
under a proper plan."- 

. " * * ' * \ 

Would you enlighten us as to what you mean when you say in your letter 
under reply that, in point of faot, the "Morgenthau Plan", as it is *_v 
commonly understood, has never been applied in Germany. Now, what plan . 
if any , has been applied by your military government in Germany i - . 

While it is true that the War Department and the State Department hate 
been responsible for putting into operation that Infamous and Insane 
Morgenthau Plan of destruction of German Industry in the Ruhr and Saar 
for the purpose of converting Germany into a principally agrarian oountey) 
we must blame your military government of Germany for the exceedingly 
harsh methods of enforcing that policy .— and still. keeping **!t enforoed 
In "disregard"*of Washington* s orders to amend it. as we have Dean assured. 

We understand - from reports which have leaked out of Germany despite 
the rigidly Cnforoed censorship - that U. S. Government directives of 
April 9th and July 16th, 1947, intended to modify that unstatesmanlike 
previ ouF~dTrecTTye( oomonly~ref erred to as the "Morgenthau Plan") have 
not been oarried out by the military and oivilian personnel under your 
command, which requires the immediate dismissal of the guilty parti es_ l 


We hold against your military government of Germany : ' "^ 

The utter disregard for the absolute minimum necessities of 
food, olothing and shelter for the helpless, starving end 
freezing German population; 

Your antagonistic attitude toward the German workmen; 

The unbelievable lnoreaee of red tape bureaucracy under your 
military government in Germany whioh has brought praotioally 


2 ) 

3) 
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all rehabilitation of German Industry and home building (and repairing 
to a complete standstill; ^ ring) 

4) Your failure to do anything to correct the disproportionate 
allocation of German coal to Britain, Franoe, Belgium eto«, leaving 
no ooal for re-starting what still remained of industrial plants 

in Germany and leaving practioally nothing to heat German households: 

5) Your refusal to permit the Germans to engage in deepsea fishing 
to inorease their insufficient food supply; 

6) Your denial to let the Germans engage in whale fishing to 
procure at least some urgently needed fat and oil (your explanation 
being that Germany had out herself off from the territories of whale 
fishing by the policy of her late government); 

7) Your refusal to allocate to the Germans the absolutely neoessary 
material for home canning and preservation of perishable food, thus 
causing hundreds of thousands of tons of fruit to rot on the trees, 
and vegetables to rot in the ground - thereby further complicating 

the lbofl problem for the German population during this coming winter, 
when the supply of potatoes in Western Germany will become exhausted 
during Deoember this year, the stooks of grains threatening to beoome 
exhausted during January, 1947; 

8) Your permitting the ruthless methods of the CIO (Counter 
Intelligence Corps) - recruited chiefly of persons imbued with hatred 
and revenge against everything German - and giving such persons free 
rein to wreak havoc with German institutions and German individuals; 

9) Your permitting the 2*uremberg trials of German industrialists 
to oontinue, when these people have followed only the program diotated 
by the former German government; 

10) Your attitude toward dismantling additional German factories in 
the British oooupation zone, thereby depriving German wor&ers of the 
means Sm? a living - which means an entirely unnecessary burden for the 
American taxpayer * *- 

* •'*** . 1 

We would suggest for your earnest consideration * the following : 

1) Freeing of all prisoners of war and returning them to their homes; 

2) Cessation of "De-Nazifioation"; also of "Nuremberg Trials"; 

3) Ending of German Reparations; Stabilization of German currency; 
Granting Germany loans for self-help (not for indefinite dole); 

4) Allowing Germans to get their industries going again; encouraging 
German exports, so that they can get out of the breadlines and 
set their own house in order; 

5) Creating a Central Control Board of competent and unbiased 

civilians for all of Germany; ■ 

6) Totally discarding that discredited Morgenthau Plan: 

7) Accepting reasonable recommendations of American businessmen who 

have visited Germany, such ae of Johns-Manville 

Corporation, who proposed to set up immediately a reserve of 

10 million tons of German coal to keep German industry going, . 
and produce merchandise for export to pay for American relief 
shipments and thus relieve the U. S. taxpayers ♦- 


Respeotfully submitted. 



i 


Kurt Mertig & 

chairman 

GEHMAN-AMERICAN REPUBLICAN' LEAGUE 

# 
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KURT MERTIG. Chairman 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Chief of Staff 
War Department 
Pentagon Building 
Washington, D. C. 


new york. n. y.. November 3. 1947. 

*17 KART 84th 8TRKKT 


Dear Sir:- 


We should appreciate it, if you would kindly look into attaohed 
exchange of correspondence with Gen. Luolue D. Clay, U. S. Military 
Governor of Germany, regarding a subject which oonoerns both humanity 
as well as relief for the Amerioan taxpayer .— 

And another matter we should like to oommend to your attention: 

The putting , or even better , the eliminating 
of the present excessive postal rates on girt 
packages' sent' by oh a rl table AmerloapB To - their 
starving friends or relatives' In Europe . 

• 

The suggestion has been made by the weekly Army Times ( and 
endorsed by the Veterans of Foreign Wars and other servioe groups ) 
that the Post Office provide free transportation-for these food and 
clothing bundles. The present 14 <£_ a. lb . rate is . far too heavy a, 
oharge on charity .- 

It is the more inexcusable, because it lays upon this particular 
class of freight the task of paying the cost of many times the volume 
of other items. Why perpetrate such discriminatory injustice 7 - 

' A • * 

Won*t you please help us in our endeavors ? - These matters will 
shortly oome up in Congress. 

Thanking you in advance for your oo-operation, we beg to remain 


very sincerely yours, 



chairman 

GERMAN-AMERICAN REPUBLICAN LEAGUE 
Citizens* Proteotlvo League, Inc. 


end. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO s 
'FROM ; 
SUBJECT: 


UAL', dev.* York 

director, MU 

Ivl’JcT i .EF.TIG 
II.TEMJAL 3FCIT.ITY - G 
i-.e'.r York file 100-16314 



•-ULT 

y-iii 




The Criminal division of the Department 'has furnished the Bureau 
with photostatic copies oi' a letter received by the Chief of Staff of the 
United States Army fror Pertly, enclosing a copy n f 3 letter dated '"'ctober ?8, 
1947, written by l.crtig to Lieutenant General '- r 'nius 2. Clay, Commander-in- 
Chief, European Th.eater, as •.•;ell as a letter from Lieutenant General Clay 
to .. ertiy dated October 15, 1947. 

One photostatic copy of each of these communications is enclosed 
hereto for your information in connection with the above-captioned matter. 


Attachment. 
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in the library of the CommuniiyXenter, 

N. E. ?or. of 85th S t. o nd isoij Ajg., 

Every W E D N E S D A Y Night at 8:30 o’clock 
25 West 2 7th St„ (corner B'woy) Room 506 

We protest the Conspiracy of Silence imposed on 
humanity) by the most inhuman groups in the victor nations 
ond we demand: 

)) Thatjall prisoners of war be freed at once ond re¬ 
turned tp work in their own country; 

2) ThatfDV-Nazification be ended forthwith; 

3) Thai 5|rmon reparations be ended; that Germony 
be grarl^ loons for self-help (not for dole); and that 
the Sermon currency be stabilized; 

а) mat the German people be allowed to get their 
industries goingj join and that they be allowed to 
export, so that They can get out of* the bread ^nes 
and set their own house in order; 

5) That, instead of military administrators, a Central 
Control Board of competent ond unbiased civilians 
be created for all of Germany; 

б) That the discredited Morgenthau Plan be totally 
discorded; 

7) That shipments of relief goods to Germany be per- 
miited to be made by freight, instead of at the pro¬ 
hibitively high parcel post rates, which should be re¬ 
duced forthwith by Congressional action; 

8) That disregarding the Russian Veto, the U.S.conclude 
immediately fair peace treaties with Germany &. Austria. 

( l KURT MERTIG, Chairn jon 

GERMAN - AMERICAN REPUBLICAN LEAGUE 
1Y 317- E. 54th St., N. Y. C. 




STANOAAO fOMM WO. 64 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: August ^,1948 


FROM 


DIRECTOR 


'is 

SUBJECT: kurt MERTIG /~ t<} A'6 

CITIZENS PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 
GERMAN AMERICAN REPUBLICAN LEAGUE 


5m. '■ •ui.v 

Jrt.l wracu 
.pROi’Civ. v c 

..TKAiNUiU Ct 


This is to advise you that the following letter was received by the 
Bureau from Mr. T. Vincent Quinn, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, 
Department of Justice, which is quoted as follows: / 


"FRIENDS OF DEMOCRACY,INC 
137 East 57th Street 
New York 22, New York 


"Attorney General Thomas Clark 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Attorney General Clark 


•We understand that Kurt Mertig, whose Citizens 
Protective League and German American Republican League both 
were included on your latest list of subversive organizations 
is instituting proceedings to have your charge against him 
withdrawn. 


"Over the years we have gathered a rather impressive 
amount of information about Mertig and his activities. If you 
need it, we shall be happy to furnish this information, or any 
part of it,to you. 

i 

"Yours for the democratic way of life, 


requested that the Bureau make arrangements to interview 
^in order to obtain frojn him all information pertaining to Mertig 
and the organizations that he represents, in.accordance with this request 
you are instructed to arrange this interview at an early date and advise the 
Bureau immediately upon the completion of the interview. \JjtXi 



I 



o ^ >- 
•?, % a 



Director, FBI 
SAC, New York 


September 15, 1948 


KURT ’«ERTIQ 
INTERNAL SFCURITY - 0 


Reference Bureau letter dated August 2, 1948, entitled KURT 
,f FRTIG; CITIZENS PROTECTIVE IT AGUE; GERMAN AFRICAN REPUBLICAN LEAGUE. 


Reference letter advised the Friends of 

Democracy, Inc., 1J7 East 57th Street, No^York City,’had written to the 
Attorney General, stating that his organization had an impressive amo unt 
nation about the subject, and reference letter requested thatf|^^ 
(be interviewed for all information pertaining to subject that he 
Possessed. 



bIC 

I 



(advised that the Friends of Democracy, Inc., had 
collected all the information in their files into cne report concerning KURT 
'T\RTIG and his association with the Citizens Protective League, the German 
American Republican League, and other pro-Nazi associations and individuals. 


_supplied a copy of this report compiled by the Friends 

of Democracy, Inc. Accordingly, in order that thi3 full report of the Friends 
of Dsmocraoy, Inc., may be available to the Bureau and to the office of the 
Attorney General, there are being forwarded herewith as enclosures with this 
letter two photo3tatic copies of this report compiled by the Friends of 
Democracy, Inc., in regard to the subject. The original of thi3 report is 
being maintained in the file on this case in the New York Office. 


Accordingly, since there is no further investigation to be con¬ 
ducted in this matter, this case is being maintained in a cloned status. 
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cc - New York file 105-1066 


Chief Clerk: - 
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Report For.n 
FP-,263 (5~t C 55l 


0 N F l^jD E N T 


I A L 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office 

Office of Origin 

Date 

Investigative Period 

NEW YORK 

NEW YORK 

8/28/56 

6/21,26;7/25;8/6,13-16/56 


TITLE OF CASE 


KURT MERTIG 



Report ■«<]« b7 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


bX 


Typed By 

dlo 


INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


DETAILS t 


KURT MERTIG listed as Vice President 
on bank account of NRP, an anti-Negro, 
anti-Sen.i cic, neo-Fescist organization 
in NYC. 4ERTIG currently resides at 
Apartment 8, 508 Second Avenue, NYC, 
and is apparently unemployed. MERTIG 
has been ill for the past several years 
and appears to have no active parti¬ 
cipation in the -NHP. HERT/G was 
arrested on^l.G/6/45 0 nd served six 
months in /jail for unlawful assembly. 

/ ' / 

' - °/- 

/ 

This report is predi cated 
\ipon inforrriation /aceiveii fronj 
who is in a position, to furnish 
reliable information, and who indi¬ 
cated on June U. l c 
had 



_V- 

Is report Is loaned to you by tho:FBI, 


Property of FBI - Th 
the agency to eblch loaned. 


3 you aj lOP^roi, tnu nriim 

ON PIIB.EN II 


and neither it nor Its contents are to be distributed outside 
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«—wrvso 
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New York City, in the name of the National 
Renaissance party on December 6, 1955. 


troduced 


blD 




added that 

maintains 

_He stated that the listed purpose 

or tms^ organization was n educational publications” 
and that KURT MERTIG was listed as vice president. 

that KURT MERTIG 

_ ___ _ Ln'July, 

., and indicated that he was self employed. His 
address at that time was listed as 317 East 54-th Street, 
Hew York City, and his present address was listed as 
503 Second Avenue, Apartment 8, New York City. 




The above information furnished byi^^B 
3liould not be made public except after the isffani 
of a subpoena duces tecum. 



ce 


who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, "Indicated on May 9, 1956» that the National 
Renaissance party (NRP) at present is a neo-Nazi, anti- 
Semitic, anti-Negro organization with activities generally 
confined to the New York area. He said that its principal 
activities consist of holding outdoor meecings and the 
distribution of literature throughout the mited States 
and abroad where it is reprinted by simi lar organization s. 
He stated the NRP leader and founder is 
and its principal financial contributor is 

He said that at present the party membership is very small. 
The April, 1955» ’’National Renaissance Bulletin,” the 
official NR? publication, listed headquarters at 10 West 
90th street. New York City. 



b2- 

fcptb 




The NRP was the subject of a preliminary report 
on neo-Fasci3t and hate groups prepared by the House 
Committee on un-American Activities on December 17, 1954» 


-2- 
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bz. 

fcPD 


which stated that this neo-Fa^cist group's activities 
and propaganda are clearly subversive, 

^■i Indicated on July 15, 1953 that KURT 
MERTIG is a pro-German radical who has been active 
in German organizations for the past fifteen years. 

He said that MERTIG had been active in the NRP several 
years ago, but that illness had forced him to cease 
his activities. He stated that in July, 1953* MERTIG 
had again appeared at NRP meetings and was a speaker 
at one street meeting on July 10, 1953* He added that 
MERTIG had been s ent to Rikers Island, New York, for six 
months on February 28, 194&* after conviction for inciting 
to riot and unlawful assembly in connection v/ith his pro- 
German, anti-Semitic activities. 

who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on June 27, 1950, that MERTIG was the 
founder of the Citizens Protective League which grew 
out of the Committee of the Five Hundred, which was 
established to raise funds for BRUNO HAUPTMANN, convicted 
defendant in the Lindbergh kidnapping case. 

_'indicated on September 14* 1953* that MERTIG, 

who is an old time fascist and who has been in many German 
national organizations in New York City, hc^^?e cently 
made speeches at the meetings of the NRP. ^H^stated 
that MERTIG appears to be lending some support to the 
NRP, although he Is not consistent in his actions. 

dl stated on May 17* 1954* that MERTIG had been 
active for many years in Fascist organizations in New 
York City and recently has lent some support to the 
NRP. He indicated that I'lERixii is not considered a 
strong member of the party and : 4 hls interest in the 
affairs . of the party is frequently changing. 


bZ 

b7Q 

bTo 



dded that MERTIG has been a speaker at 
tings in the past and is being considered by 
as a principal speaker at future outdoor 


mee 
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the party. He added that 

pCjf* MERTIG "who usually takes’ an active interest in the NRP, 

has been confined to Bellevue Hospital with an illness * 
in recent weeks. 



who has furnished reliable information in 
the past", indicated on December 15, 1953* that MERTIG 
was a former member of the NRP who has completely broken 
with 



'indicated on Jun^6^^^5, that 
recently wrote a letter to flHHJHp in Chicago, lllino 
in which he stated that the loii^^Overseas Bureau 
^^underth^superv^^i^of KURT MERTIG and that 

Vare no longer connected witl 

this operation. 


b2- 


^indicated on Ax^gust 10, 1955* that MERTIG 
was one of sevoral members of the NRP vrho distributed 
party literature at Broadway and 4^th Street, New York 
City, on August 1, 1955* 


1956, that MERTIG 



_ He stated that/ 

listed MERTIG as an officer of the MRP for 


has 
veral years 



idded that MERTIG orl< 


^a^v had given to 
r MERTTG had 

accumulated through the y ears and that_ 

t contributions for the NRP. 
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b'lD 


_ ^stated that MERTIG has suffered from various 

illnesses for the past several years and is in very poor 
health. He added that MERTIG is quite aged and approaching 
senility. 


bz. 

bic> 

bX. 


statedt hat 

old time sweetheart of I-.ERTIG an 
now living with him at 508 Second 



a train; 
Avenue, 


who is an 
3d nurse, is 
New York City, 


and is apparently supporting him and caring for him. 


The preliminary report on neo-Fascist and bate 
groups released by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities on December 12, 1954* indicated that KURT 
HERTIG had become New York City chairman of t)io NRP and 
hi3 office at 317 Last 54th Street, Kew York City, had 
served as the 1:RP*S City Headquarters ancl indicated that 
from this office HERTIG had also operated as chairman 
of two of his own organisations, the Citizens Protective 
League and the German-American Republican League of 
Greater New York. These latter tv:o groups have teen 
cited by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Lrder 10450* 




lew Yor 
KURT MERTIG has 
8 for abo\-1 two years 
been quite ill during 


ty# indicated on June 13# 1958, that 
resided at the above address in Apartment 
indicated that HERTIG has 
most of thi3 time and spent a 


great deal of time in the hospital recently. He said 
that at the present time a nu rse from Boston has been 
livingwith h irn whose name i s 

^indicated that it does not appeai^nsU^^ 
HERTIG is regularly employed and that he spends a great 
deal of his time in his room typing and allegedly 
writing articles. H e stated that he has no information 
regarding any organizations in Which MERTIG is currently 
active, but that there has been no difficulty with MERTIG 
as long as he has resided there. 


bTC 


Detective 



Bureau of Special 
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Services, New York City Police Department, indicated 
on August 6, 1956, that tho ir records indicated that 
KURT MERTIG had been arrested on October 6, 1945 for 
disorderly conduct in connection with a Fascist meeting. 
He said this charge later was changed to unlawful 
assembly and iiERTIGwasfound guilty and served six 
months in jail. stated MERTIG presently 

resides at 508 Seconc^venue, New York City, and has 
been in ill health for several years. He said that 
Iu&RTIG formerly had been associated with the activities 
of the NRP, but because of illness and advanced age 
he is no longer active in this organisation. 


- C 


- 6 - 



FMTiaj 


NY 100-16314 


INFORMANTS 

Date of Activity Agent to 

Identity And/or Description Date whom 

of Source of Information Received Furnished 


File Number 
who re 
Located 
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INFORMANTS ( CCK'T’D) 

Dato of Activity 
Identity ^md/or Dos cription 

of Sour 00 of Information 


Late 

Roceivcd 


Agent to 
whom 

Furnished 


File Number 
where 
Located 



(by request) Re subject. 


bTC 

vl/ 


6/27/50 



105-1174- 

15 


12/15/53 



105-6112- 

99 


Careful consideration has been 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized 
only in those instances where the identities 
must be concealed. 


given to each 
in the report 
of the sources 
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Decenber 15, 1941 


HEHORANDUM FOR THE FTT.R; 


Re: 



KURT HERTIGj 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 



Vilii le the writer was conta cting __ 

m October 13, 

1941, on other official natters, he furnished the following 
infornation concerning KURT 1IERTIG, 235 East 54th Street, New 
York City. All the in fornation was take n from reports of en- 
ployees of 


Ry report of Decenber 19, 193S, MERTIG attended a 
CHRISTIAN FRONT neeting as part of a delegation withj 
from the CITIZENS PROTECTIVE LEAGUE. 


Ry report of January 26, 1939, MERTIG was considered 
as a partner with one^jBBin the CITIZE2IS PROTECTIVE LEAGUE. 


By report of January 30, 1939, HEFITIG attended CHRISTIAN 
FRONT meetings on January 27, 1939* 


By report of February 4, 1939, UERTIG attended AMERICAN 
NAZI PARTY n eeting, which was held on February 1, 1939, at which 
tine, he and ^Undistributed a large bundle of EDHONSTEH bulletins, 
•denouncing those Jews who wantwar^Thi^&stribution was done 
with the concerning mission the GEPJ4AN-AHERICAN 

BUND. 


. % report of March 3, 1939, MERTIC- atten ded a CHRIST] 
FROiT rectin r on Uaroh-^-igsa, vHt.h t- hc husb and 
andTaskedjvJjg^ w as going to be done about hcim ('S h e i s~ t he~\vorBTT~ 
who 


new 



% 


•7S* 


’X 


-4s. 


4: 


•i 


4 






% 

r- 

«S 


-x 

-H. 


V 




very widely, and is 


h y 


fO-n 


F. 

B. 1. 

DEC 

1 6 1941 

N. 

Y. C. 

ROUTED TO 

1 Hi / 1 

• 

-LA- 
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he was told that the organization had done all it could for her. 




By report of Apri], 29, 1939, he appeared as chaiman 
of a meeting of the CITIZENS PROTECTIVE LEAGUE on November 29, 

1939* This same report sets forth that on March 15, 1937, MERTIG 
participated in a Nazi rally and was described by the New York 
Times As M an active orga nizer of a p ro-Na 2 i force of this City"* 
Also at this rally was| 

National r.onrniit.tee against. Communists anc 
'the SILVER SHIRTS. 

By report of April 1941, it was indicated that 
MERTIG vras still holding meetings of the C ITIZENS PROTECTI VE LEAGUE 
at Tumhallj, and at one of these meetingsappeared 
and made a speech. 





a 





There is also attached to this memorandum, a copy of — - . 

two reports whichjwg£S-QhlalnaJ»£Eaffl^^^^M^^^W^^ ^^BM^B r ''^ 

AMERICAN JEWISH 

LONGKESS^Tma is a resume of the complete data appearing in the 
files of the AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS on KURT MERTIG. 
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ha was told tint the organisation had dona all it could far her* 

• • “ V }'• '"U'i ' t \ .V & 

By report of ApriJ. 29, 1939, ho appeared as chairnan 
oK* of a moating of the CITIZENS. PROTECTIVE LEAGUE on llovouber 29, 

1939. This sane report seta forth that on March 15, 1937, UfflTIO 
\ participated in a Nasi rally and was described ty the New York 

Tines As "an active ornaniEo^o^^pr^la^_forc^^thl^cyy M . 
Also at this rally was]| 

U-v- I N ational Coanltteo ae^st Comunistsandj^^^^HBI^HiH^ 

U the SILVER SHIRTS. 


Ey report of April 8, 1941, it was indicated that 
UERTIQ waa still holding meetings of the CI TIZENS PROTECT IVE LEAGUE 
at Tumhull}, and at one of thooe reetinge, AHHUHV appeared 
and nade a speech. 


There is also attached to this raaaoranduaj a copy of 
two roport a which wore obtained frora^M^MM^^B BBMiBP 

■■■■■■ 1 ... mi mi ii 11 ii 

Go!Jc!lJs5s^Tnt8 is a resuno of the complete data appearing in the 
files of the AIEP.ICAK JEWISH CONGRESS on KURT UERTIQ. 


Special Agent 





jnerlc&ris -tor • PeaeiS declared 

laafiiur that America monetary r«ra,^j>ea 

the earliest when I get* chanceTni 
ycS ^wy fv speak on Peace.*;?^^ 
ponsor'ed by 1 •' M ^ acquaintance with* 
aii»h*- “* OTds.back only two wee 
• .w* *'*r *. first time.I.wen$ ; up.there 
rhe records tzed the. audience was-ye 


spokftwif 


show, that MJvMerUgVince served man; but I never heard'anything a ; dove''-and“thl> 
as.head ot-the Leaguo'of German Nazh.The second time I piniiose- AUahtlq .to/tK^ 
National'SocletlesP In 1936.he an- jy put In an,' attack‘•oh• the (Nazis for Peace/Vcqlt 
n^nnSed he would run for Mayor and their Unlp^NqwgCoc 

on a 100. per cent Oerman-Amerl- . "X don’t want this country.to be reaucra^-^anl 
can ticket.-try -,v tlediup with .any. other country— "farmer, antlyai 

Ift^rhe called ameettng to certainly i.'not% . Germing their 
protest; antUNazl utterances, at whole damn system' Is wronfrjt %?’ prise.'£y,*i(v;JQ 
which a former SUver Shirt offl- - *Tm for this country getting out i Mr.2Uase sa 

/«•? of the wai* and buUdlng up lSfown lnglhtaselpwll 
d he once wrote a.two-column defenses so that no combination In tlons from'symr 
■sementofthe Oerman-Amer- the world can attack <ul\ Tm cf . He fald/hb'w 
Bund paper, the Deutscher afraid thatlf things go 'as* they lynr hls grahdfs 
truf und Beobachter, . for have, we will spend our forpes'so from. Amsterdi 


that a successful attack against 1 
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Unitefo States Separfment of JfuBttce 

New York, New York 
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July 13, 19^2 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 


p Oh 

oujS 

< X Q 


KURT MFRTIG 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


York, 


On July 9 , 1942 


this oinceand submitted the following information: 


Bronx. New i ;i 
“ visited b !yi 

bTD- 



Major HONORE J. JAXON, 81 years old, who resides at 916 Southern 
Boulevard, Bronx, used to live in Stone Fort at Eastern Boulevard and Whit¬ 
lock Avenue, Bronx, New York. This fort commanded a view of the Bronx River. 

The Department of Welfare was giving JAXON a pension, but did not wish 
to continue such pension with him living in this run down fort. Consequently 
they o rdered an inspection made of the premises, which inspection was carried 
out b 7 ^Mi condemned the fort and gave a summons to the Major 
to appear in cart. 

An individual named KURT MERTIG, 3 17 East 54 th Street, appeared in 
court as a friend of JAXON. According to^^H^f MERTIG is the head of the 
CITIZEN'S PR OTECTIVE LEAGUE of Yorksville^^Jnmany occasions JAXON, who, 
according tof^^l is a well read old gentleman and extremely intelligent, 
has spoken at meetings of the League, as well as other groups under the wing 
of MERTIG. In return for these talks to the groups given by JAXON, MERTIG is 
keeping him. 



m 


■ ■ ya. 


According to although he has no basis on which to confirm his 

suspicions, MERTIG is an individual who gives the impression of being readily 


/U) ■ I (< 31 f I 


b 7 < 2 - 









r 


VGDjEK 

100 - 

Memorandum for the file 


July 13, 1942 


sympathetic for the German cause. Relative to the citizenshi^ofMERTIG, 
Vnf BBB|had nothing to offe rIn addition, it was thought by that , 

^probability, MERTIG * 

fl|BB may be using JAXON 

__ "?*■ «* -- - • V''/* '•’*«* , 

stated that MERTIG has made statements to the effect that 
the meetings between President Roosevelt and 'Winston Churchill have been 
nothing but orgies on the boats and that these two men are nothing but per¬ 
verts . 


stated 


t it was Ms opinion that 



blc 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


IT file no. 100-16314 CG 


NEW YORK, HEW YORK 


7/22/42 


INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


KURT MERTIO 


Subject, was born 9/6/86, at Lalpslg, Germany. He entered the 
United States at New York on 12/17/16, ria the 8S MINAS GERAES 
from Rio de Janeiro, was naturalised on 1/30/31 and presently 
resides at 317 East 64th Street, HYO. MERTIG reported to hare 
been affiliated with: German Association for Literatnre and Art; 
German-Amerioan Republican League; Citlsens Committee of 600; 
League of German National Societies, Christian fighters and 
Friends of New Germany* Subject presently heads the Citlsens 
Protective League which held public meetings in Yorkrllle until 
4/l7/42 and vhioh has been described as pro-Bond. MERTIG re¬ 
ported to hare attended Christian Front and other subversive 
meeting sand to have s ponsored a meeting whichwas addres sed by 

°f the Silver Shirts. 

W t a repatrl atedGerman and Bundist, 0^ 

arranged lists of Nasis 


,s of April 25, 1942 
0 be repatriated and subject is b elieved to have suc ceeded 
work. MERTIG is known to H^H^^^HHHVand 
m Hail cover placed on 6/26/42. 


REFERENCE: Bureau File Number 100-81322; 

Bureau letter to New York dated May 1, 1942, entitled "Citizens 
Protective League, Kurt Martlg, Sedition". Bureau letter to 
New York dated July 2, 1942. Jt^x.::%'/■ . ■.:% iZ 

DNTAIL8: A review of the file in instant oase reflects the following 

information concerning subjeotx A file memorandum dated Ootobor 
17, 1941 contains a reference to a photo static copy of a letter written by confiden¬ 
tial informant which indicates that MERTIG is receiving large bundles of news¬ 
papers from "National Weeklies, Inc.", Winona, Minnesota, a German-Amerioan news¬ 
paper.*_I nform a nt 1 a l e tter ind i co t ee - th at-HIRTIG-resides- at 3 17 East ffi th-Street^— 

APPROVED A NO . . ■ • . . - * SrttUL JF*** 1 ^ I DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
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appearing- la. the New TorJ^ Vorld Telegra* on Ha^ch 20, 

■ ■jk *43£ .* • 'jfcoeord lag '-te Info meat , Ihtlnater end co-wOrtpera -hf IPW WSBfl 


BBF ltTiito'be noted that referenc e le made toimpir-' : 
& ease entltled.mBHBHHIHHIIHIHB( with alias. Internal Seaurlty-O". 
New York Hid No. 100-23431; According to informant, oubjedt has a long"history 
in ths organisation of Gennan-Amerioaa organisations, suoh as the German-Anerloan 
Republican League* 







NT-100-16314 


blc^ 


Vo Iu-vx ■' ' *• ’ J - •• -y . 

£>MO/D A regime of the oowplete data appearing in the files of con¬ 

fidential lnformantflp, under date of October 16, 1941, a oopy of vhloh la 
retained in the New Xork file, indicates that! J.\ r: . 

• A — . .v* . . * • •> • *' i ■ • ^ . 

‘ .r.c^is. • - .• r ._-vr-y,•--*v— 

"KURT MKRTIG was, prior to his arrival in the United States 
in the middle 'twenties, active as a bursar on Genian vessels. He 
finally landed in South America and emigrated from there to the U.S., 
where he became active as an importer of German merchandise. He is 
now 60 years old and has acquired American oitlzenshlp* 

"Up to about 1934 he was vice-president of the 'German 
Literary Society,', (Deutsoher Literarlscher Verein). This society 
concerned itself with the dissemination of German culture among 
its members and was rather harmless, politically* It was HURT 
KERTIG who trlcd^i o bring a Hati note into the society. He engaged 

to give a report on Germany, which 
the latter opened with a raised right arm and by saluting 'hell.' 

KERTIG, who was the chairman at that meeting, prohibited the interro¬ 
gation of the speaker with regard to the suppreslve policy of the 
Nazi regime. This and other manifestations of his pro-Nazi atti¬ 
tude led to a break between KERTIG and. the 'German Literary Sooiety.' 

He seceded with a number of other members and with them founded a 
semi-Nazi organization devoted to seemingly unobjectionable aims 
with the harmless name 'Gesellschaft fur Llteratur*' Its real 
purpose, however, was to provide all travelling salesmen in Nazism, 
coming from Germany, with a rostrum. 

"He utilized the sensational Llndbergh-Happtmann affair 
to e stablish a so-called 'Oommlttee of 600', for ths defense of 
BRUNO HAUPTKANN. Defense funds for HADP2MANN vers collected and mass 
meetings were arranged unds^he auspices of this Oommlttee where . . 

iHBr of BrooklynandMHPofne^gto^New Jersey, HAUPTMANN'S 
defense counsels,ths former magis¬ 
trate, CHARLE8 OBERWAGER, epeks^T^tnss^msetings anti-Semitic litera¬ 
ture was distrihuted freely. In these writings the kidnapping and murder 
of the Lindbergh baty Were described as a 'Jewish ritual murder* and .... 
•Jewish conspiracy' planned by 'secret directions' from a 'supreme ;. 
counoil of Jew^ and freemasons.' ' Obviously the entire incident was " 
utilized as. sin opportunity to pronote Nazism and anti-Semitism in - ... 

ths United , 6Vate»i>'- ,; ^'^' ; *( •••'*■ ■ ~ ' * .■ 

'*• -*•' • - .r'~ ' 

* » — ’ •, a: 

"Out of this.'Oommlttee of 600' fcrsv MERTIO'S new racket. 

He established a letterhead organization oalled the 'Citizen's Protec¬ 
tive League,' looated at the Tunhall, 1262 Lexington Avenue in New 
Tork City. It had its meetings regularly on Konday evenings at that 
address* Ths League had only 60 members but displayed a very efficient 
and vociferous publicity* Indeed, MERIIG succeeded in toping the Republican 


■M 

..£•{#83 
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National Committee into haring thorn appoint him Iae aaalataht 
of the (reman dlrieion daring the national eleotlone of 1936 
year the League endorsed Boyal Scott Golden of the Order of 
subversive organization, when he ran for office,* 


"Whether or not MERTIG is an organise^Jae^canno^N^^^^^ 
established, hut his close connection with 
oTC_- 8- registered Nasi agent, his close cooperation with the 'friends of the 
New Germany,* the forerunner of the 'German-Aaerican Bund,* his speeches 
articles and behaviou* daring the HJLDP5VANN trial, indicate strongly 
his real point of view." 


An excerpt from a report dated March 23, 1942, reoeired fro* 
confidential informant^t whose identity ie known to the Bare an, Indio ates, that 
bL "^^cit^en^^roteotir^ieagao held a meeting 

Sev city, onj 
tn^inJastice^Knetoth^poor people at HLlis 
discussion." 


JT at wmch 
was the topic of 


from confidential informan whose identity is k] 

lndicatei^hAt KDET MERTIG wo^olosely associated vithj 
K Bcw Tork City, and that MERTIG is the man 
by thie informant as distributing German literature for 
before the war, when MERTIG was associated with the "Christian fighters"; In¬ 
formant described MERTIG as an American citizen, strongly pro-German, but not 
a member of the'Nasi Party and was characterized by Informant as a little crazy. 
His occupation is given to be that of a textile aaohlnery m an and it is Indicated 


o prerloui 


that MERTIG form' 
and also to seef 

in a report dated tTniy 1, 1942,. frem confidential informantflHp 
whose identity ie known to't^ ; 'Bureau^ there is contalned an uneolicltedreport 
obtained frsn a confidential source hslleTed to be ratable by confidential, ln-v 
fornantflH which reads *■’ 

"I0HI HERTIG has for Several y'eais been a co-leader of. 
the CITIZENS PROTECTIVE LEAGUE and the COMMITTEE 0? 600, the latter 
a so-called defense oomalttee for BHONO HAUPTMANN, who^was electrocuted 
for kidnapping and killing Charlee Lindbe^*Bjjon£^3^^^hea^rgnisa- 
^ nr)m fur r w —purposes tmtm 


came often to 
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In memorandum dated July 13, 1943, confidential lnformanlfl^^ 
fumlehed information to the effect that he i* friendly with Major HONORS J. 

JAXON, who 1 b eighty-one year® old, end who is "being kept "by euhjeot in 
return for talks given by JAXON at meeting* of the Citizen* s Protective 
v 2_ League. JAXON hae told Informant that he ha* teen several paid Nasi agents 

° at meetings of the Citizen*s Protective League, but Just how JAXON know* that these 

b~)D individuals are paid Nazi agents, is unknown to informant. Informant stated that 
MERIIO has made statements to the effeot that the feasting* between President 
Rooeevelt and Winston Churchill have been nothing but orgies on the boats 
end that these two men are nothing but perverts* 


bZ 

bTD 

blC 

bTC 


^ A report dated Tebruary 34, 1941, of confidential informant 

V- whose identity is known to the Bureau (New Terk Pile 66-4309-661 and 562) 
indicates that the Citizsn* s Protective League meetings are attended 
lets and that' 1 'the members consist of KO BE MSR TTft, ffnwniRE JAXON, 


* * ..sr*.- *• *"» r— •.'* 

• ** ..-*••• ’ 

Accompanying a letter to the Bureau dated June 14, 1938, r# 
subversive activitle^^^enera^^New York Pile 61-607) there was transm^ 
a folder put out "by dated May 12, 1938, wherein 


"It is said that he has communicated with many more on Ellis 
Island and elsewhere. It is possible that MERTIG has this list at 
his home. It ise^^uossible that he has secreted it somewhere. 

He would trust HHHV 


bTC-/fcnb 


•* a*f r-v S'- 

where | r V/v. 

' ?■- ?.■ 

"It came to our notioe recently that‘one 
jfl^Pat KOBE MERTIG’S home. Ehis man let it be openly known2S5Er^.;> 
iba^ie was in charge of arranging & list of Basis who are anxious 
to bt repatriated. Ehis man has already gone back on the Dro ttinah olm. 
We also have reMm^t^Tjclieve, *>nA it can be cheoke^w^li the passen¬ 
ger list, that^^H^ wayio^i^^orj^l^iftge^HB^H^ragged 
his association YflthfmH|^^H||HH||HH|^^H£the 
Bun^^Ehere was a man asaooiatedwltlJMJwhoseziamswai^H^J - 
WKf/tM Ve nre now lnforae^j^niernses at Kills Island that SURE 
MERTIG has succeededJ|HpmiHF in this work and that the latter 
left in MEREIG*S We know 

two Internees, who re¬ 

ceived lettcro from KURT MERITg^ asking them what their desires are 
concerning repatriation. 




Sited. 


&1. — Eap 

tier which 
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6 5-51- 1060) further reference is made to KURT KERTIG and It is indicated that 

ia associated with the Womens Division of the Geroan-American- L-v 
una ana that she la Mlleved to have contributed sonewhat to the fi n a nc ial ^ 

support of the Bund. 

At the Bjurgtf^o^lMdgratlon and Naturalisation, 641 Washington 
Street, Special AgentfHHm^ reviewed Nile No. 3-98494, which indicates 
that KURT MERIIG flleti^HPet^ion for citizenship No. 92661 on October 24, 

1930, in the Bronx County Supreme Court, at New York. At that time he was 
residing at 3477 Knox Place, Bronx. It is indicated that he was bom Septem¬ 
ber 5, 1896 at Lelpsig, Germany, and on his Declaration of Intention, which 
was filed December 28, 1923, In the same court, it is indicated that his 
wife, IDA was bom In Naples, Italy,, June 7, 1898. They were married Kay 19, 

1917, in New York City. Subject's Wife entered New York City in 1916, but 
at the time subject filed his Petition for Naturalization, it is indicated 
that she and two children, BEATRICE, bora at New York City, November 30, 1919 
and PATRICIA, born at New York City on January 4, 1921, were at Anacapri, 

Italy. Subject's last foreign address was Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and he law¬ 
fully entered the United States at the Port of New York on December 17, 1916, 
via the SS MINAS GERAES, from Rio de Janeiro. MERTIG was admitted to citizen¬ 
ship on January 30, 1931 and witnesses to his citizenship were SHIRT R. BAUMANN, 
1343 Merrl^^Ayen ue. Bronx, an d.CARL HQQHREUT HER •-136 West 96th Street, New York 
city. 

Special Aeren 


as described as 




iT-Til 
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bZ The records of confidential inf orman indicate that KURT 

MKRTIG, 317 East 64th Street, registered on April 26, 1942. He was horn 
September 6, 1896, at Lelpeig, Germany, and it was Indicated that he is 
in business for himself as a merchandise broker at the Above mentioned 
reeidenoe address. The reoords desoribe subject as follows: 


Color 

Hei^it 

Wei^it 

Eyes 

Hair 

Complexion 


White 
6 * 10 " 
190 lbs 
Brown 
Grey 
Ruddy 


b* 2 - 

bTD 



The followin 
from confidential informant 
growth of the Committee of 
the main speakers for subject 
league meetings, is^_ 

V))C~ New York, who, according to informant, disseminates subversive literature 
and literature on monetary affairs. Others reported to be associated with 
subject are: 


formation was obtained ly reporting agent 
The Citizen's Protective League is an out- 
an^cam^lnt^jeing around 1938. One of 

the Citizen* * Pr otoctlve 


who is reported to have 

. _ returned fro^fremany in 1939 and’ to have addressed a meeting for MHRTIG, 
wherein he.^m^btated, "You fight HITLER and there will be a gold 
star mother on every street corner." 

of Charlottesville, Virginia, one of KSRTIG'S 


proprietor ofM gp on 

contributor, adviser and Helper of liERTIG'S. 
alps eveiyone and is a key to tons o^infonaation 
one of informant's friends that a 



informant states 
and advised that 
spy in the lawt we 


PETE STAHRUIbERG, & co-worker of KERTIG'S, who printed a news¬ 
paper entitled "The Ibnericoh Nationalist" which has been sold at Citizen's 
Protective League meetings. 


'meeting called by _ 

flowing individuals were pr esent: 

__ a mipport ej. of MK R3 

[G in the 


KURO 


mentioned and numerous ot 

tndividuals whom informant called leading Nazis and Fascists. Informant 
further stated that MKRTIG was instrumental in helping raise bail foi 


ler 





0. This informant 


_6tate& that MERTIG keeps the memherAl^lietofthe Citizen's Proteotire League 
J/f A letter from 235 East 54th Street, 

l subj ect^^oraer place of re sidenoeTvasaddre seed to informant who, for 
the purposes of the information contained in the letter used a fictitious 
name, was signed by KURT MERTIG, and reads as follows: 

"Thank you for your inquiry of the 15th inst. 


"We hold our weekly meetings since two weeks, in the homes 
of the trustees of our group rotating weekly. 


"Due to the cramped space in the various apartments 
ve had to limit the attendance to twenty, at least for the 
timo being. 


.. "I shall keep your name on file, so that I can notify you 
when ve again shall meet in public halls. 


"Our motto is contained in the pledge to the flag 
liberty and Justice to all. 

Sincerely, 

(signed) KURT MERXJG" 


KURT MERTIG was not known to 


.vised the writer that MERTIG has occupied, apartnen 


beli 

er 

ras m 
slusl 

en 

on 
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at 

t_ 
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#8, olno* July, 1941 and pays a monthly rent of $14,00. At hlB present place 
of residence, the following appeared on his mail hox in the hallway on May 1, 
1942. "Amerloa-Herold Kurt Murtlg, Major Honor® J. Jason.* 1 • to he 

noted that JAXOK was nontloned above by confidential informant and the 
b*2_ files of the New York office reflect that the America-Herold 1« a German newg- 
y-rrs paper, published in Winona, Minnesota. This publication may possibly be that 
° ^ whioh is referred to above by confidential informantJU 


bTO 


On June 18, 1942 the name JAXON n^^ngei^gpeared on subject's 
mail b03^bu^m^beo^subfltituted^^th^inn^®|^UmHpr In a case en¬ 
titled alias^PHHHHI^^ateraS^ecurity -G; Allen 

Eneay Control", (New York File 100-14638) it is indicated that the subject in 
said case is an internee on Sills Island. According to this information it 
ie possible that M3RTIG is receiving mail at his residence address for this 
internee. 


The only information contained in the reoorde of the Credit 
Bureau of Greater New York, Ino, 393 7th Avenue, reflects that KURT MKRTIG, 

1841 East 27th Street, was a defendant in a suit filed by BRUNO SCHMIDT, 
which va6 filed in the First District.Manhattan, April 27, 1926 (Docket #22235) 
for a $100.00 loan. The attorney for the plaintiff in this case waE JOHN 
A.K1EIT, or KLKJDT; and that KURT KERTIG, 1353 Lexington Avenue, was a defendant 
in another suit filed in the Third District, Manhattan on March 25, 1927, by 
ERNEST RAPSCH (Docket #5779) for services rendered in the amount of $35.00; 
in this cast H. SACHER vee the attorney for the plaintiff. There was no 
reference in the filos to the Citizen's Protective League. 


On June 16,^942 
a letter which was sent to 
^^ej^gent and part owner.^l^lH^F advised 
deported. The lette r enclosed by 




forwarded to this office 
a tenant in a house for which she 
e had been told that 
as addressed to 

New York City, with a return address, KURT 
MERIIG, 317 East 54th Street, New York Oity, was written In German and upon 
being translated v;aa found to read as follows! 



“317 East 54th St. 
New York, H.Y. 

’ June 11, 1942 

Dear Comrades: j-‘ 

If you could take care of the customs clearance of 
your entire baggage on Friday between 9 and 5 o'clock at 
Pier 30, Brooklyn (not 29) instead of on Saturday morning 
you could spare yourself trouble and loss of time. 


t 



_ <1 




- 10 - 
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"At any rate, the customs matter should be taken care 
of In the Nov York Customs House (near Bowling Green Station on 
the Lexington Are, line, or the Whitehall Station on the BUT) 
on Friday between 9 and 6, Inasmuch ae no one can go aboard 
ship without & falling permit 1 , 

"Again I wish you bon voyage and good luck for the future 
I remain with heartiest greetings. 


Kurt Mertig' 


The original of this letter was written on onion skin paperj evidently 
several coplcG were me.de at one tine, inasmuch as an Identical copy was 
found in the possession of another repatriated German when hie baggage 
was searched prior to sailing on the SS NKSSA for Lisbon. A copy of the 
letter written in German and Its translation are being retained in thie 
file. 


In a file entitled "Repatriation of German, J 
Nationals" (New York File 100-27136) it is indicated that 
referred to abo ve, sailed for Lisbon on June 13, aboard t: 
his wife,and their three children. 


:T MERTIG at 





which was signed 
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e the course 



wife of one of the subjects In -the 
of conversation she indicated that she was approached by _ 
mentioned above, in regard to her repatriation and al so me 

was acquainted with KURT MERTIG, whom she met through___ 

bH Further questioning concerning this acquaintanceship was not stressed .at 
that time by tft e writer. In reference to the same case hereinjmeniioned, 

was asked by the writer whether or not he_ 

or KURT MERTIG, and in answer to thl^auestionfc^^^fetated that 
he had met MERTIG when the latter was with flHHlHIHfl^nabar in York- 
v^^^^nt did not know MERTIG well* He stated at the time of this meeting 
^was endeavoring to get donations from various individuals for the 
purpose of sending gifts and packages to German internees. 



On June 25 

the mail addressed to 
of which will be reports 


leap 



a thl rty-d 
at 

a later date 


. ___ 



placed upon 
the results 


The following is a list of quoted articles appearing in 
various Few York newspaper publications which concerned subject: 


"11/30/33 

To the editor of the N.I.Times. 'Stable Currency Reeded.' 

I was approached recently hy the representative of one of the big life 
insurance companies to take out additional insurance. I asked him to 
make the following report: Prerequisite to any long-time contract is 
a stable currency, i.e., the assurance that one gets what one paid for 
when an obligation matures. That I had not heard of life insurance companies 
or savings banks, the depositories of the Bavers' resources, energetically 
protesting against Inflation, and that under these circumstances I considered 
it strange that they should continue to ask any thinking man to entrust his 
savings with them ... Our present currency policy only undermines the last 
pillar of safety to which people can cling. Export business is at a 
standstill, sinoe no responsible business man who has sold in the past, 
as I have dons, on three mont h* s credit can continue to do so vhltho ut 
gambling, and to insert a gold clause into any offer would result in a 
flat refusal oh the part of the customer. Dated N.T. 11/16/33 sigh^d-T/, 

% Mertig."., 'V •> v: • 

.. ■ •„ _ . .• •* v. . « * 

NAZI8 HERE SCORE CURLEY. A letter to Gov, James M. Curley of Mass, 
condemning the 'notion and stand taken by the House of Rep. of Mass, its 
speaker and you, in ruthlessly censoring Germany for alleged acts in the 
conduct of its own affairs', was sent yesterday by Kurt Mertig, secretary 
of the League of German National Societies. Mr. Mertig said a resolution 


•i . 

"8/16/36 


> 13 - 
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" T :■ ' \ ; 

: . , . . . v-*.;. Vi . 

of condemnation had been adopted Wed. by representatives of the league, 
which he said had a membership of 'several thousand American cltIrene, 
or prospective oitlrene, of german desoent* 1 " 

"1/12/36 

RALLT TO PROTEST EXECUTION...Kurt Mertig, secretary of the League 
of German National Societies, announced yesterday that the citizen's 
committee of 600 of which he is chairman, would hold a protesjneeting 
tomorrow night in the Central Opera House, 67th St. and 3rd Are. against 
the execution of Bruno Hauptmann. He said that John L. Sundean, an 
attorney of Minneapolis and Scarsdale, N.T. would present 'a new angle 1 ." 


"1/18/36 

DENIES HAUPTMANN THEFT. Retired Lawyer aocused of Taking $300 

collected at Meeting.The money was gathered In small envelopes while 

speeches were being made In the meeting in the Central Opera House In 
East 67th St. Kurt Mertig of 1253 Lexington Ave., Ohalrman of the meet¬ 
ing, said in court yesterday he protested that the entrance fee to the 
meeting of 25 cents was sufflo len . but John L. Sundean persisted, and 
later, when the committee demanded the money mentioned a brief he said 
he was preparing to clear Hauptmann, copies of which he felt the committee 
should buy from him 

"N.T.TIMES 1/30/36 


AID TO HOFIMAH PLEDGED. 300 at Yorkville Meeting Aske 'Justice 1 

in Hauptmann Case. _A resolution pledging support to Got. Harold G. 

Hoffman of N.J. 'in his fight to see Justice done in the Hauptmann case 1 
was adopted last night by a meeting held in the N.T. Turn Halle, 85th 
St. and Lex. Ave., under the auspices of the Citizens Committee of 500 
to Obtain a New Trial for Hauptmann. The resolution was presented fcy 
Kurt Mertig, chairman of this committee, and was adopted unanimously 
by the 300 persons, mostly of German extraction, who attended. Rudolph 
Thlelen, who described himself as a student of criminology reviewed the 

__1 j -_# ai _ft_a_x_ J - S _j a _^_ a i x l _ .. _— mri ___ 



“3/I3/37 

German Boycott of Fair is Denied....Refers to a report that 
Germany would boycott the N.T.World's Fair of 1939 because of Meyor 
L aQurdi a* s recent anti-Nasd remarks was discredited yesterday at the 
offices of the World Fair Corporation in the Bmp State Bldg.....Kurt 
Mertig, chairman of the Citizens Protective L eauge . announced last night 


14 - 
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thet he had sent a telegram to the House Rules Committee In Washington 
protesting Rep. Samuel Dicketein's proposal to investigate fascism 
in this country* • * '•‘•i-. 

■MIRROR 3/17/36 * 

RALLY FOR BRUNO HELD IN TURNHALL ....The first of four eleven tit- 
hour rnase meetings held in an effort to "bring about a new trial for Bruno 
Richard Hauptmann, kidnap murderer of the Lindbergh baby, was held last 
night in Tumhall, Lex. Ave. and 85th St. under the sponsorship of the 
'Citizens Committee of 500* ....'Mrs Hauptmann will not be presaat,' 

said Chairman Kurt Mertig, 'Our purpose la to gather information that 
will affect the legal aspect of the case. We do not seek to inject any 
sentimentality in our effort. 1 " 

NEW' YORK POST, dated ls/ll/37, addressed to Editor of the New York Post: 

"SIR: 

"We know that you consider as e Nazi or as a Fascist everyone 
who does not agree with President Franklin D. Roosevelt's 'un-American' 
form of government, and we also know that you delight in labelling 
with the same terms every patriotic American citizen who objects to 
the behavior and publicity stunts of that noted, if not notorious 
tnon- boo tarIan' anti-Nazi league and other intolerant Jewish groups. 

"The Jumbled story appearing on the front page of your paper 
of November 27, about the Citizens Protective League Is a sample of 
Incorrect information and unfair publloity. 

"Will you retract the untrue statement that the writer is 
a lieutenant of Fritz Kuhn and the Nazi Fuherer in America? 

Citizens Protective League 
Kurt Mertig, Chairman " 

(The item referred to concerning the November 27, 1937 story is contained 
in the files of this case, as mentioned above.) 

WORLD-TELEGRAM, dated August 16, 1941, captioned "Jfltat Wasn't Reported 
deemed More Important, by KURT MERTIG! 

i * " J 1 * ' # 

"The things Franklin L. Roosevelt and Winston Churchill 
still may keep silent about are worrying the citizenry; reached 
Becretly, without the consent of Congress. It certainly was not 
necessary to employ all the propaganda machine to build up such 
a conference In order to publish more and more glittering generalities. 

We have a government by subterfuge, because our President is an inter¬ 
nationalist. Franklin D. Roosevelt is subversive to everything we 
have held sacred." 

SPENDING- 
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pmsySLOPED LEADS 

NSW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
At New York Pity 



Lie. 

bTD 

bz- 


Will obtain 
in the possession of 
identity ie known 
to ascertain v 


all information pertain^at^^WMF MERTIG 
confidential informant flBI WB, whoso 
to the Bureau and at this time will atten 
or or not KURT MERTIG haB succeeded! 
in the work of arranging lists of Nazis who 



are anxious' to he repatriated, as mentioned In the 
July 1;, 1942, submitted ty confidential informant 




ort dated 


Will report the results of the thirty-day mall cover 
placed on June 25, 1942, end will renew this cover for en addi¬ 
tional thirty days, if the same is deemed advisable. 


Will consider the advisability of contacting Major 
HONOPJS J. JAXON for further information in his possession re- 
^2. garding subject's present activities and associates. It is 
. _ noted that confidential informant^Pfcentioned in instent re- 

port is of the opinion that JAXON would, in all probability 
be very cooperative, if approached for information concerning 
KERTIG. 






- 

l 

<8 



■' \ 


- 16 - 


NY-100-16314 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The confidential informants mentioned in the report of 
Special Agent dated July 23, 1942, at New York City, 

***“ are as follows: 


b2- 

bTD 


nited States mail carrier 


York City 


New York 

il_carrier, Jp 

New Yorl^^y} 

Selective Service Local Board No. 40, 139 East 64th 
Street, New York City. 








>A' 


■■si 

it a 

fl 


r <». 

t£ 


y-a 




: . 

• 


<"/ •*$ 


0 

Wl 



IjUJ^ 

<XQ 


Date prepared-August 26, 1942 
NKT? YORK DISTRICT 

Case under Denaturalization Program 


1. KURT ItiERTIG. 


2. Naturalized January 30, 1931 in the Supreme Court, Bronx County, 
Bronx, New York. 


3. Certificate No. 3427156 issued January 30, 1931. 

4. Former nationality-German. 

5. Present address: 1253 Lexington Avenue, New York, New York. 


6. Judicial District: United States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York. 


7. Infoivnation in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service; 


Subject filed declaration of intention No. 62277 in 
the Supreme Court of Bronx County, New York on December 28, 
1923. 


He filed petition for naturalization No. 92661 in 
the same court on October 24, 1930 in which he alleged that 
he was a salesman by occupation; that he was born in Leipzig, 
Germany on September 5, 1886 of the German race; that he was 
married to a native of Italy whose given name was Ida; that 
his wife and daughter, Patricia, were residing temporarily 
at Capri, Italy and that his other daughter, Beatrice, was 
Tesiding in New York; that he was admitted to the United 
States at New York, New York on December 17, 1916, ex SS 
Minas Geraes; and.that he immigrated to the United States 
from Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. * 


bTC. 


The witnesses sponsoring his petition were Henry R, 
Baumann, occupation-insurance agent, then residing at 1343 
Merriaia Avenue, Bronx, New York, and Carl Hochrenther, oc¬ 
cupation-exporter, then residing at 136 Jfest 96th Street, 
Bronx, Non lorlc. fMSP& j 

On July 14, 1942, ] ~ 

New York, Hew York, communicated with the Nejw York office of 
this Service by telephone and stated that tfyis sutojfBpt^1§42 
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outspoken sympathizer with the present German government. 

The records of the New York office of this Service in¬ 
dicate that the subject was formerly the head of the Citi¬ 
zens' Protective League and Committee of 500. The first 
mentioned organization is said to be political and operated 
by this subject. The latter organization was alleged to be 
founded by subject in connection with the Hauptmann case. 

It is also indicated that subject has been in the German- 
American Bund movement for about five years and was allegedly 
well known in Germary for his work on behalf of the Nazi Party 
in the Un ited Sta tes. He is also alleged to be a close 
friend of 
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Grand Jury Subpoena Duces Tecum obtained from 
USA, SONY, 10/13/42 and served by authority of 
Bureau on KURT M3STIG, 317 2. 54 St., NYC, on . 

10/14-/42. Subject refdsad, then .signed. Consent to 
Search after talking with Assistant USA JOHN F. SOUNETT, 
SUfY, about his const i*-utlonnl right^^^^jj^ found in 
c^ide^a list givau to subject byj| 

contains, according to subject's 
admission-thenames of about 100 Nazi Party 
members. alleged to have prepared list 

of repatriates at the request of the Gorman Govern¬ 
ment and it is believed that most of then, have been 
returned. A large quantify of correspondence indicat¬ 
ing that 1CRTIG has been acting as middle man between 
the Swiss Consulate and German Nationals desiring to 
return to Germany, and for Gorman aliens who object 
to military service, was also obtained. In course of 
interview, MEETIC- admitted being chairmen of the 
Citizens Protective League 1936 to 1942, and Vice 
President of the German Society for Letters and Arts 
1934 to 1S57. Denied membership in German-American 
Bund, Eyffhacusor Bund, or any other German organiz a¬ 
tion, Subject 

i i t y - r o ri t o; i r c 

and other 

materials set forth, flallicraftor short wave receiv- 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
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REFERENCE 


Bureau letter dated October 10, 1942. 


Report of Special Agent 
tflC dated September 16, 1942. 


at Hew York Cit* 


DSTAILS 

In accordance with instructions contained in Bureau letter 
dated October 10, 1942 and the Departmental Memorandum attached thereto 
Grand Jury Subpoena Duces Tecum was obtained from Assistant United States 
Attorney J0H1I F. SOEHETT , Southern District of ITew York, on October 13, 
1942, to KURT MERTIG and the Citizens protective league calling for pro¬ 
duction of the records of that organization. 


tnc. 


^^^^^^^^Dj^writerjaccompejiied by Special Agents j_ 

BP went to the subject's residence at 317 Bast 
54 Street, Nc^ior^City and requestod' 1GRTIG to sign a Waiver of Search 
which MERTIG refused to do. The subpopna Duces Tecum was then served on 
the subject who still refused to permit the agent to touch any of his 
property claiming that ho had no records of the Citizens Protective League, 
fie agreed to voluntarily accompany the agents to the United States Court 
House for an interview with Mr. SOxlTHTT whom he -wanted to see about his 
constitutional ri-rnts. 

During the course of this interview and also interview with 
Bureau agents, MERTIG finally consented to a search of his apartment 
and signed an appropriate Waiver. Ho then accompanied the above-mentioned 
agents to his residence where a search was made. 

The following constitutes the material which was found and 
brought to the ITe-w York Office at this time and which will be discussed 
more fully later on in this report: 

1. An untitled list of names consisting of nine pages; 

2. A list of namesconsisting of throe typewritten pages entitled 
Balance ofto be Liquidated by K. 

% —^ 3. List consisting of two typewritten pages entitled Remaining 

D C_ * Individuals from Legation Memo of May 30, as well as a list 

containing 22 names and entitled Persons from Previous List 
Handed in to the German Embassy and Omitted by 
by oversight on last list; 

4. Also taken at this time were the following files in connection 
with letters written by Mertig to the Adjutant General, United 
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States Arny; the President; the Attorney Gcnoral; Secretary 
of War, and Secretary of State, protesting the induction of 
four German aliens into the United Statoa Arny: 


buc * 


South Carolina; 
Ast oria. L. I.; 

Hidgcwood, L. I.; 
Brooklyn, IT. Y.; 


5. A file containing conies of letters over the signature of 
M3RTIG, ns Chairman of the Citizens Protective League, and 
FELIX 1EI1TEB, to tho President; the Editors of the New York 
Tines and New York Daily News; American Conr.ittcc for Protec¬ 
tion of Foreign Bom; Civil Liberties Union; Legal Aid Society; 
Consulate General of Switzerland; MATHIAS F. COPULA, United 
States Attorney, and the Attorney General, protesting the 
arrest of HELMUT LUI1EF. and also the treatment given hir. dur¬ 
ing his detention at tho Federal House of Detention in Lev/ 

York City. L3INER has been indicted for treason by a Grand 
Jury in the Southern District; 


6, KENTIG's files containing copies of typewritten letters ho 

has writton to various Public Officials in connoction with the 
internment and repatriation of various German aliens from the 
New York area. Approximately 5? such files were obtained and 
seven miscellaneous correspondence and papers. 


There is being set forth, at this tine, the three lists referred 
to abovo and they arc being set forth in full with all notations appearing 
thereon. It is realized that these lists contain several duplications of 



Astoria L.I, 


Canp Meade 
2Comp Mcedp 
rLittle Neck, 


, NY 

L.I. 


Cexrp Mca.de 
Ellis Island 
Ellis Island 


: Canp Meade 
Garden .City, L.I. NY 


i 
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It was supported by donations and a 25f adni ssion charged for those at¬ 
tending the meetings which wore held twice a week. Ho stated that the 
Citizens Protective Longue went on trying to clear, tho nano of HAUPTMAILj 
out, receiving nc cooperation IGHTIG became dis¬ 

couraged and turned tho League into, what ho termed, a Public Porn for 
discussion of all questions, IGHTIG was the Chniman and there were no 
other officers. 


Speakers at the meet ing included THOMAS HIC3, a former United 
Stoto^A^oracy, now decease&;|^^^^^^m(H||^^Trentoi^iTe^Torso£ 

V * ;:v ' ~ator ir. the 

^^^^mer^^coancctcdw^^Yiend^o^Ncw 

and others. Meetings were 

held at 125^Lcxi^gtot^A^^m^^^t tho Fevr York Tumhollo, on Monday 
nights. Admission feo was 25^. Handbills were printed by the Kardt 
Press (Hew York file 100-19), Tho audience goncrally ran from 20 to 50 
people. She last meeting was held in the latter part of March, 1942. 


MEHTIG also admitted being Vic' 


e President of the German Literary 
Society until 1934 and Vice President of the German Society for Letters 
and Arts, 1954 to 1937. He stated that he has never been a member of tho 
Goman-Ancrican Bund although he has attended meetings three or four tines 
and also promoted concerts given by the singing societies of the SS 3H3M3H 
and S3 EURO? A for the Bund. He has been to Camp Fordlnnd for picnics. 

He stated that FRITZ KUHT7 wanted IGETIG to join the Bund when KUHH became 
Hational Lender but IGRTIG refused to do so because he Aid not agree with 
KUHII's ideas o:i the handling of the Bund's finances. IGHTIG stated that 
ho insulted KUHN and that KUHN never again asked him to join; however, he 
admitted that he had attended the Madison Saunre Garden meeting at the 
George Washington Celebration but had gone merely out of curiosity. He 
also admitted having mot KUHH's prcdocossor, KUHZU, once or twice but 
never became a close friend. Ho staved that he has never been a member 
of the Kyffhacuser Bund although he knew many of the members. Ho said 
that in June of this year the Swiss Consulate asked MEHTIG to get persons 
desiring to be repatriated to Germany and he was given a. list_qf__tho name s 
of these persons. This list was obtained throughfl|^IH^^^H|HHH^ 
who himself was repatriated on the SS DR0TT1TIUGKOLl^^ 

admi ttcd_bcing friendly with^^B^^Fan d also the fac^tto^^^^^B^iad 

He 

wer^at^the Swiss Consulate Avenue, Hew York City, one day 

introduced hin to the Swiss Cor.suln.to General, and that he 
was then given a list, either by^mf^or the Swis^Consul, of certain 
Germans who desired repatriation. He stated t h;\bad prepared 
a list at the request of officials of the Gcn.»n Government and that he 
had called on several German families in the Hew York area with respect 
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to repatriation, according to MEKJIG, was a member of the 

Qerman-American ZJuiu^th^Reichsdeut sche Vereinigung (P-.D.V.) and night 
have been a member of the 1TSBAP. 


In this connection, it should he noted that amonj_ 

effects found by the New Haven Office was a membership card in the E§.zi 
Party. He said that had been requested by the German^ovori^ 
raent to return to Germany himself. Ee said that he has laic 

for many years, at least sinco 1931^an^ureviously knewj_ 

father in Germany, Ee stated thatjH^HjH^^V list contained names of 
about 280 persons, many of whom wer^r^tn^samo family as is apparent 
from the abovo lists. 



HHRTIG went on to state that about onc-third of those people 
arc party members, Ee estimated that roughly 200 have already departed 
for Germany, 4C have boon left behind, and 40 have changed their minds 
and refused to go. Ec described his activities in the matter as limited 
to the circularizing of these persons advising them when the next boat 
would bo leaving and what to take with them, ct cetera. 


B|was originally to have prepared a list of about 75 
families who wore p arty membersjfor repatriation purposes, but KEHTIG 
said that^m^H^prior to his leaving, had asked most anyone ho met 
whether thoj^desffed to be repatriated and, hence, the list contains 
more names than those of the narty members. 


At the time MERTIG was being interviewed he stated that ho had 
thrown this list away; however, the list was found at tho time of search 
indicating that MEETIG did not desire to fully cooperate. He said that 
he had frequently att cndcdjjeo^^gs of the Reichsdoutschc Vereinigung at 
the GoraonConsulate witl^^^^^^Bbcfore the wa r. and tha t he had gono 
witlWto these neoting^a the time whcn^HflHj^^v/as preparing 
his list sinco most of the members of the PeichsdeuTscneVereinigung were 
also members of the Hazi Party. Ho stated that ho had not gone to any 
meetings sinco the outbreak of tho war although he know of one mooting 
which was a Christmas Celebration hold at the York Club, 84th Street and 
York Avenue. 


In conversations had with MEETIG while tho search was being 
conducted at his hone and on October 15, 1942, when he appeared at tho 
New York Office, MERIIG attempted to clarify his position with respect 
to the repatriation scheme and other matters by stating that in writing 
letters to various Public Officials for the repatriates, and in acting 
as middle man between the Swiss Consulate and the repatriates, ho did 
not foel that 1 m had violated any Federal Law. He stated that what ho 
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has done for these Jenan aliens he has done for humanitarian reasons 
only because these people were not a.ble to express themselves in English 
and. did not know the procedure to bo followed in being repatriated. He 
stated that he had never gotton paid for his services either by the Swiss 
Consulate or the persons lie had helped, although, subsequently, in the 
conversations, he stated that about 20 $ 0 f the persons he has helped had 
"forced" suns ranging from $3.00 to $5.00 on hin for his services. Ha 
said, however, that when the Swiss Consulate had offered to pay his pas¬ 
sage, nailing charges, and expenses for paper and envelopes, he had re¬ 
fused because he felt that if ho accepted any money at all he might be 
violating the Hcgistration Act and that, if he rofused such remuneration, 
ho would then be staying within the Law. 

Eron spot surveillances maintained on lERTIG, it has been 
learned that lie has n'o regular business and lias no apparent source of 
income, and it is very much doubted that lie is telling the truth when 
he states that ho has not been paid for his services in connection with 
the repatriation program. 

As will be noted from previous reports, he ran into difficulty 
with the Swiss Consulate because the Swiss Consulate suspected hin of 
grafting on the persons desiring repatriation. 

At the tine of search a paper, which purports to be a receipt, 
was obtained, which states "Received on accoimto^ba^ncc o f $25.00, 
due $10.00", dated Jun<^^^ 1942. and signed and wall 
bo later noted ^^flj|||HIVi s 0110 the persons on whom a file cf 
correspondence relating to repatriation was obtained. 

MEETIG, on October 16, 1942, appeared at the office to inquire 
what the violation was which was charged in title 18, section 88, United 
States Code, which wa.s the section under which the Grand Jury Subpoena 
Duces Tecum was served. The interview was with United States Attorney 
JOHN E. SONKEET, Southorn District of ITew York, in the presence of the 
writer, and KSRTIG was told that this section was one dealing with 
Gcnora.1 Conspiracy against the Government but that it did not necessarily 
mean that he was charged with any crime. 

On October 19, 1942 MSRTIG wrote a letter to the Honorable 
JOHN C, KNOX, Judge of the United States District Court, Southern Dis¬ 
trict of Nov/ York, a copy of which he sent to the reporting agent. This 
letter is set out as follows: 


" October 19, 1942 
317 E. 54th St. 
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"Hon. John C. Knox 
Judge of the District Court 
of the United States for the 
Southern District of New York 
New York, N.Y. 

"Your Honor 


KAY IT PLEASE THE COURT THAT: 

It has been very gracious of Exe. Asst. John F. Sonnett 
to assure me last Friday at his office, when asking him for 
the reason of serving the Grand Jury Subpoena, dated Ccto. 13th 
on me, that JC did not stand charged with an:: crime (and I would 


have been the most surprised person, if I were charged with a 
violation of any law), nevertheless, the fact remains that my 
home wr.s searched end correspondence. addresses. files etc. 


:stored from me . under promise ®f returning same to me 


as soon as possible. 


* Although I was subpoenaed on October 14th to appear forth¬ 
with at room 514 in the U. S, Court House, New York City to 
testify and give evidence in regard to an alleged violation of 
'Conspiracy to commit offense against the United States' and I 
presented myself there on the 14th and 16th inst,, I did not 
got a hearing and up to this time I have no idea, what the run- 
pus of five special agents of the F 3 I on my home in the nomiig 
of Oct. 14th and. the following sequestering (as above stated) has 
been about.- 


I therefore appeal to your Honor to forthwith give mo such 
opportunity of testifying and giving evidence in regard to an 
alleged violation of Title 16, Section 88, United States Code, 
and also order the return to me of the sequestered articles.- 

1 At present I would not be inconvenienced by attending before 
the GHAND INQUEST, but soon I expect to have business to attend 
to at fixed hours, and then such appearance and attendance might 
prove a. considerable hardship for no. 

Thanking your Honor to look into this matter, I an 


" very respectfully yours, 
« /s/ KURT M3HHG " 
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In connection with the above letter, it should be noted that 
on October 14, 1942, at the conclusion of the search, lEHflG refused to 
permit anything to be taken from his home without a receipt oeing given 
by the writer, which was done. 


As a sample of the type of correspondence which ME'REIG has 
written on behalf of Goman aliens who have been inducted, or are about 
to be inducted into the United States Army, the following letters are 
being set forth; although many of these letters appear over tho signa¬ 
ture of the individual involved, they wore all typed by MHF.TIG on a 
typewriter which he owns and are believed to express iEKTIG's thoughts 
and sentiments rather than, those of the-person he is writing then for: 



b~IC 


1 


10, 1942 


"Legation of Switzerland 
Department German Interests 
1439 Massachusetts Avo. 
Washington, D.C. 


"Gentleman 


" Herewith copies of ny letters to: 

Consulate General of Switzerland, New York City 
Presidcnt Hoosovclt 
War Department 

Commanding Officer, Camp Upton 
Local Board # 239 
Secretary of Stato Cordoll Hull 
Attorney General Prancis Biddle 

"regarding my refusal, to take the oath of induction into the U, S. Amy 
and my refusal to wear the uniform of the armed forces of this country, 
even if taken to Camp Upton by force, 

" Will you kindly see that my case will be relayed to the proper 

German authorities and obligc_ 

" very sincerely yours, 
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S 




« Astoria. L.I.. 17.Y.. Oct. 10, 1P42 



"Consulate General of Si^itzcrland 
444 Madison Ave. 
flow York, 1T.Y. 

"Gentlemen:- Att. Gorman Interests 

" I beg to confirm our yesterday's conversation and attach hereto 

copies of ny letters to: 

President Roosevelt 
War Department 

Commanding Officer a.t Camp Upton 
Local Board # 232 
Secretary of State 
The Attorney General 

regarding my protest against being inducted into the U. S. Army against 
my vdll. 

" Please report ny ease to the German authorities and as the pro¬ 

tecting pov/cr kindly assist rac further in this matter. 

11 Tory sincerely yours, 


b"KL 


ti 


A 


fT.Y. , Oct. 10, 1942 


"Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
President of the U. S." 

White Houso 
Washington, D. C. 

n Doar Mr. President:- 

« Local Board #239 of 37-19 Broadway, Long Island City,_R.Y. 

classified me under 1 A in spite of my reported protests that I claimed 
exemption a.s a German national. I was sent to Governors Island on 
October 6th and in snito of my repeated protests and my refusal to ta^ce 
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"tho oath of induction into the U. S. Amy, I was told to report on 
October 20th at Canp Upton for military service. 

11 I positively shall refuse to do this, as I never can bo any¬ 

thing else brat a German nntional and cannot conscientiously take an 
oath to serve tho United States as a soldier. 

11 I consider it against the Constitution of tho United States, 

against common humanity, against ordinary military prudence, and against 
diplomatic v/isdon to force no into such false position. 

11 Such arbitrary action is unknown in any other civilised country 

and sac might serve as a precedent by which German nilitary authorities 
could force Americans, who still find themselves in mas-dominated Surope, 
to serve in the German Amy against their will. 

11 If common sense docs not prevail in the operation of the Selec¬ 

tive Service Act, von have the authority to change tho rules , and you 
alone, as the Connandor in Chief, as you recently cho£se to call yourself, 
arc responsible, if this 1 impressme nt 1 i n the U. S . Army of encmv aliens 
against their will is not sto-oned - stormed once for all.- 


11 What bonofit can the United States derive from forcing enemy 

aliens to wear tho uniform of this country?- 

11 Please order this wrongful and foolish tiling stopped and re¬ 

lease no from military duty in accordance with the principles of 
human thought and human actions. 


Very respectfully ycurs, 


blC. 


" Astoria. L.I., xJ.Y., Oct. 10, 1942 


"WAS DEPARTMENT 
Washington, D. C. 


"Gentlcnon:- 


Att-. Major General J. -A. Ulio 
"lie Adjutant General 


I wrote to-day to President Roosevelt ns per attached copy 
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"asking hin to order ny release from obligation to report on October 20th at 
Camp Upton for military service. 

" And I appeal to you likewise to release nc, in case the President 

has no tine to occupy hinself with ny case. 

" This inpresenent into the U. S. Arny of a Gorman enemy alien 

against his will is against Internationa l Law an d against common sens e. 

end can serve no good purpose. 

tt Hy views and convictions that I v/ant to return to ny native coun¬ 

try as soon as I possibly can, and that I only owe ellcgiencc to Sernas;.', 
cannot be changed in the lease. 

n I therefore atrrcal to you to instruct the Commanding Officer at 

Caco Uofron to release no fron nilitary duty , as I simply wont go there, 
and if taken there by force, shall refuse to v'ear the uniform of the U. 
Arny .- 


Thanlcing you in advance for looking into this natter, I beg to 

remain 


" yory respectfully yours, 


"To the 

Commanding Officer 
Camp Upton, L.I., 1T.Y. 

"Dear Sir:- 


bTC 



it 



October 10, 1942 


I wrote to-day to: 

President Roosevelt 

The Adjutant General of the V’ar Department 
Local Board # 239 of 37-19 Broadway, L.I.C. 

asking to be rclee.sed from ny obligation, as a German national, to report 
at Camp Upten on October 20th for induction into the U. S. Army. 
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n I have protested again and again to the Local Board that as a 

Gorman enemy alien I wont servo in the American Amy , and I have refused 
the oath of induction at Governor’s Island. 

" I v/ant to return to my native country as soon as I can, ar.d I 

could not do so, if I servo in the forces of the United States, when this 
country is at war with Germany. 

" I wish to serve notice on you that I shall refuse to report at 

Camp Upton on October 2Cth, and if taken there by the M. P., I shall re¬ 
fuse to v/ear the unifom of the U. S. Army. 

” Very respectfully yours, 



’’Local Board # 239 
37-19 3roadway 
Long Island City, H.Y. 

"Gentlemen 

11 I wrote to: 

President Roosevelt 

The War Department 

The Commanding Officer, Camp Upton 

protesting against my induction into rhe U. Z. Army amair.st nv will and 
requesting my release from obligation to report at Camp Upton on 
October 20th, as oven if token there by force I shall rcx'usc to take 
the oath of induction, as I already have refused same at Governor’s 
Island on the 6th inst. 

” I am a Gernan enemy alien and although I have always been a law- 

abiding resident of tills country, I rather prefer to be interned than 
serve in the forces of the United States, when this country is at war 
with Germany, as by doing so I could not return to my native country, 
and this I v/ant to do as soon as an opportunity presents itself, to re¬ 
join my family there. 

" Very respectfully yours, 

blC 



r 
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"His Excellency 
Hon. Franklin D, Roosovelt 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 


"Hr. President'- A glaring mistake in the administration 

of the Selective Service Systen. 

11 Local draft hoards, to a large and dangerous extent, desirous 

of maintaining their quotas and escaping censure, arc using methods of 
indiscriminate 1 impressment', regardless of qualifications or justice.- 



Vne 


A classic example is: 

'Local Board # 221, Kings County, 315 W/ckoff Ave,, Brooklyn, 

MY insisted on plncing_ 

bTlC- 

Brooklyn, 

a Gorma n national into Class 1A over his protests, and although 
he had refused on July 30tli the oath of induction into the U. S. 
Army at Governor's Island, instructed him to proceed on Aug. 14th 
to Camp Upton under penalty of being arrested and transported 
there by military police, if he would not show up there as told, 

' And this in spite informing the Local Board verbally 

and by letters on Aug. 4, 7, and 10th of lettors of 

appeal to your high office , to Sccrctaiy of War Stinson, to 
Attorney General Biddle, to Under-Secrotary of State Sunner Welles, 
U, S. Attorney Harold M, Kennedy, Brooklyn and to the Commanding 
Officer at Camp Upton, basing his protests on tho convent i on of 
Genova and International Lav: , with tho only result thatjJH^^ 
was transported from Camp Upton N.Y, to Camp Croft, S.C., from 
where the nearest relatives were informed by the War Department 
by posta l., dated Aug, 22, but nailed only on August 26th, that 
address was: __ 

(Army Serial #) 

Canp Croft, S. C. 

' This is only one of tho numerous cases of such high handed methods 
of Local Draft Boards .' 



How can the U.S, Army be safeguarded against possible Fifth 
Column activities in such manner? How can Unity bo producod a.t homo? 
And tho war CM be lost r.t hone . That is how the Germans lost in 1918: 
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" You have the authority to prescribe changes in rules, and 

the responsibility is yours J - Resnectfully submitted, 

» CITIZENS PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 

chairman " 


In connection with the case of HELMUT L3IN3R, the following 
letter is set forth, which letter was found in KCRIIG's file of cor¬ 
respondence in the case; it is set forth for the purpose of showing 
the type of action he has taken as well as for what light it might 
thro'v on his point of view and feelings about this country; also con¬ 
tained in this file arc copies of letters which were previously set out 
in tho reference report: 

ii CITIZENS 1 PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 
(Equal rights for all) 

"Meetings every Monday, 6:30 P.M. at Mew York 
Turnhall, cor, 85th Street & Lexington Avc., 

N.Y.C, 

"KURT MERITG, Chairman NSW YORK, IT.Y. August 17, 1942. 

317 E. 54th St. 

"To His Excellency 
Eranlzlin D, Roosevelt. ,,. fc 

President of tho U, S, 

Whito Houso 
Washington, D. C. 

"Dear Mr. President 

" I am one of thoso Americans of German birth who many years 

ago (in 1911, to bo exact) decided to become a citizen of tho Unitod 
States, because I was .an honest and sincere believer in the princi¬ 
ples laid down in the glorious Declaration of Independence — a docu¬ 
ment which has always stood forth in my estimation as a character of 
liberty for all mankind, 

" Although during the next few years business called me away to 

China and South America, by reason of ny being reputed to bo a sales¬ 
man of unusual ability, yet, wherever I went (and I spent much time in 
Chile, Argentina and Brazil, whose conditions I thoroughly understand) 
I carried tho flag for this land, which I had decided to be the true 
birthplace of freedom. 
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Inuring the first world 
circles that, under the natural 
blood, were drawn into partisan 
dis tlguish ablo from what is now 
strategy. 


war I kept strictly aloof from all 
temptation exerted by their G-er-dan 
efforts that in some cases bucame un¬ 
called now called '’fifth column 1 ' 


11 In like manner, when the present world war began a decade 

ago to show its first signs of coming to birth', I took counsel from 
my knowledge of outside world affairs to take time by the forelock 
and make preparations against rash movements of which I foresee that, 
after getting their start under the impulse of atavistic German senti¬ 
ment, they might by degrees be drawn into activities adverse to the 
welfaro of this republic and to the maintenance of its basic princi¬ 
ples of justice and freedom for all, under tho law. 

11 To this and I united vrith some American friends to establish 

in Yorkville a typical American Free Fo?um which, under the name of 
the CITIZEN'S PEQTECTI7E LEAGUE, carried on for many years without 
the issuing of partisan platforms or monifo.stos, but simply as a 
meeting placo of all-ontracing debate, open to all Americans regard¬ 
less of creed, party or race, 

These debates were carried on for year after year under my 
umpireship, but without any attempt on ny part to influence their 
objectives - much less to restrict free speech, within tho limita¬ 

tions provided by Amoricon law for the sa.fety of the republic, Often 
tho dobates were opened by a sot lecture which in tho. majority o* 
cases was delivered by some man or woman of Anglo-Saxon origin and 
nature intelligence. As a natter of fact, when affairs of nation¬ 
wide, or world-wide interest would come up for debate, tho most jin- 
goist speeches were made by orators of Anglo-Saxon birth; and the 
wisdom of this non-partisan policy was shown by the further fact that 
our mootings became a "Cave of Aiullar." for persons of German ancestry 
to whom the proceedings of such partisan movements as the ’’Bund' had 
become distasteful. 

M As a not so pleasant consequence of our popularity, it hap¬ 

pened that when, after the outbreak of the present war, and especially 
after the breaking out of war between the- U S end Germany, tho '3und' 
and similar movements 'folded their tents and silently stole away 1 , 
our non-partisan CITIZEN'S PROTECTIVE ILLiGUE had to fight against being 

swanpod by such an influx of bitterly partisan orators - loft high 

and dry by the disappearance of tiicir customary opportunities for 
oratorical display - that, in the interest of cur reputation as good 
Americans, we disbanded, in April last, for tho duration!- 
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By that tine, however, the very opposition that had been 
set in notion against us by organizations built up on appeal to pre¬ 
judice and race feeling, had advertised us to such an extent that 
presently I vras called in to help the New York Swiss Consulate and 
the Washington Swiss Legation in their endeavors to arrange the exchange 
of German nationals in this country with ./hierican nationals in Germany 
and Italy; and this work led in turn to the extending of my acquaintance 
ariong all classes of Gormans, so that little by little ny intervention 
began to bo sought after by Gormans who by reason of accidental business 
association or personal acquaintance with persons who had become the ob¬ 
ject of governmental investigation, had become ontanglcd in the outskirts 
of deportation or internment proceedings. 

In other words, I was by way of becoming a sort of Grand- 
Daddy to that percentage of innocent persons who in such eases arc apt 
to become involuntarily nixed up vdfch the few guilty, and thus to be¬ 
come acquainted with tho ancient aphorism that records the sufferings 
of 'good doy Tray' ! 

This, of course, has in a lessor degree placed me in that 
tight place of moral constraint, between two fires (that Your 3xcel- 
lcncy thoroughly understands as President of all of us), to hold the 
balonco even among contending and varying elements, 

11 It is, in fact, becaxiso I myself appreciate to some little ex¬ 

tent the nature of some of the difficulties enco\intored by you, that I 
now hesitate greatly in calling your attention to a case which has boon 
brought to me by good Americans, and which, after careful investigation 
by me, soons to me to call for special protection against what appear to 
be budding tendencies on the part of over-zealous minor officials to dip 
tho scales of justice in favor of their own prestige as investigators 
or prosecutors, forgetting that the jo. can be no greater public calamity 

than tho inflicting of punishnent for guilt upon innocent pa*sons- 

insomuch that ny apology to you for inflicting this natter upon your at¬ 
tention consists in the fact that the protecting of tho defondant in 
question from biasod nothods of procedure will tend to greatly confirm 
and fortify the efforts that havo long boon made by myself and by other 
loyal citizens of Gorman ancostry to guard well the walls of this repub¬ 
lic from being undermined by The efforts of those who seize upon evory 
niscarriage of the law as a moans to spread dissension and disaffection 
among our own citizons for tho sake of giving aid and comfort to the 
onomies of tho Stato, 

case to which I refer is that of K3LMUT LEIN3R . 

Astoria. L.I. . H.Y, . who is about to be put on trialfor 






'alleged connection with, the man ICerling, who was recently e xcu ted as a 

saboteur — the charge against Leiner being based on the fact that Leiner 
had been acquainted with Kerling^HHHH|Vsome two or three years ago 
(although for more than two year^thej^hav^never set eyes on each others 
although Leiner himself 


an aosun 


that Helmut Lcincrj 
never met apnln - i 


" This casual episode is all there is to the case as an even re¬ 

motely plausible ground for belief that Loinor was implicated in the 
Kerlin g affair; althoug h it is now alleged that ,_dui_in g the visit, t he 
Cal le r 


" Whether the making of such request bo true or not, the incident 

docs not modify the fact that Leiner knew nothing whatever, and had. no 
suspicion of, the chance callers being connected with any sabotcuring 
activities. 


o now 


IP'a/ present appeal to you derives 
^Woably to tho chronic tendency of many 
go out of their way to "make a case stick" 


from the fact that^^^cwHv 
inexporicnccd officials to 
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when once it lias been started, sonoonc in the office of tlio Attorney 
General Francis Biddle has indiscreetly given to the press a photograph, 
which is ovidontly intended to clinch the accusation or insinuation that 
Leinor was connected with the Gorman-Amorienn Bund — the fact being that 
this Fhoto, which purports to depict a counlc of uniformed men hanging a 
picture of Adolf Hitler in the former offico of the Bund in Ycrkville, 
not only presents the men as wearing German uniforms which were not worn 
in this country — the photo, as a matt or of fact, having he^n made in 
Germany — but also docs not identify either of the nor, as Lein or. the 
attempt at such identification being such nn arrant failure that it is 
impossible by any course of reasoning known to American jurisprudence to 
evon remotely prove that either of the men war, Leinor, 

" Now my point is that this photograph, which was not even made 

in this country, which depicts uniforms not v?orn in this country, paid 
depicts persons utterly unidentifiable as Leinor, has by the Attorney 
General's office been grossly misused for the deliberate prejudicing 
and setting aside cf Leinor's constitutional right to bo treated as 
innocent until ho has been proven guilty, 

" For, since every member of the jury which will eventually hcr.r 

the Lcincr caso is at this time at large — going about his or her lawful 
vocation, .and reading the noW e pauers — it is manifestly unjust to infect the 
minds of such persons beforehand with a false impression that the defendant 
is guilty. 

11 And the fact that such an unconstitutional int erforoncc with 

the eventual doing of justieo has thus publicly and undeniably been at¬ 
tempted and perpetrated by the office of the Attorney General, has crcr-tcd 
in the mind of myself and other Icyal Americans of German ancestry a strong 
conviction, not only that the adopting of such an improper method is proof 
of consciousness on the part of the Attorney General's office that they have 
no lawful proof of Leinor's guilt, but also that they arc willing to descend 
to the use of any and all unconscionable and conscienceless means to con¬ 
vict Leinor and slaughter him to make a holiday for some cversealous md 
unfairrainded underling of Mr. Biddle's office, 

" In. other words, the very fact of this preliminary indiscreet and 

indecent violation, of Lc-iner' s constitutional rights causes us to gravely 
fear that the remaining stages of the Leinor trial will be similarly un¬ 
fair, unless Your Excellency — who alone has real power to bring a.bout 
fair play in this matter — will personally nee to it that the thoughtless 
and legally uninformed persons who have thus recklessly imperilled a human- 
life by their thus imposing unon the credulity of our easy-ninded Attorney 
General, shall be effectively restrained from further interference in this 
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"CvT.bc with tho source of constitutional American justice, 

We feel, Mr, President, that without our further intruding 
upon your tine and attention, you will give this natter the considera¬ 
tion which it nerits and will direct yoar instructions to the place 
whore they will be nost effective for fair piny, Fair Play is all 
that we ask; and we ask it not only ns a natter of justice to Leaner 
and his parents (the latter have already given to our country one son, 
who was killed while on duty as a soldier in the Hawaiian I stands, 



_ __ but rJ so as 

a just nncl noble action, calculated tc innersurably strengtJum the hands 
of nysolf and all other loyal Amoricans of German ancestry in this our 
honest endeavor to do our full share in bringing it about that at the 
conclusion of this war the immortal words of Lincoln shall still ring 
true, and that our type of human government shall not havo perished fron 
the earth, 

" With profound sympathy for your steadfast endurance of unpre¬ 

cedented presidential burdens, 1 remain 


sincerely and respectfully, 


" Chairnnn 

CITIZSN'E pr.0T3CT:V3 LEAGUE » 


With respect to the repatriation p,art of KELTIC- 1 s activities, 

4V files of correspondence were found at the- time of tho search at 
MERTIG's hone. As with tho netcried described above, this correspondence 
consisted of conics of letters which M3RTIG has written in behalf of the 
repatriates to various Government Officials and to the Swiss Legation, 
although, in most instances, tile name of the sender of the letter is 
apparently the individual concerned, rather than KELT IG, The natciial 
obtained is too voluminous to set forth; however, selected Material is 
set forth below; the names and addresses of these 47 persons arc being 
set forth for the Bureau's information, and it is to bo noted that i:i 
nan^instnnees theso names correspond with tho names of persons contained 
in Mflist 
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ADDRESS REPLY TO 
•‘UNITED STATES ATTORNEY** 
AND REFER TO 
INITIALS AND NUMBER 


FMF : DFTM 


M71/M1 


Department of Justice 


United States Attorney 

Southern District of New York 


NEW YORK. N. Y. 


November 9, 1942 


The Special Agent in Charge, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

United States Court House, 

Foley Square, 

New York, N. , / 7 / /r- 

Re: Kurt Mertig, 317 E. 54th St., N.Y.C. 

Born in Germany, Sept. 5, 1886; entered 
U. S. December 17, 1916; naturalized Janu¬ 
ary 30, 1931 in U. S. Dist. Court for 
Southern District of New York._ 


Sir: 




An investigation is being conducted to 
determine whether the naturalization of the 
above named person should be cancelled. 


In order to denaturalize, it is necessary 
to establish (l) that the subject was not 
attached to the principles of the Constitution 
of the United States, or (2) that the subject 
did not forswear allegiance to a foreign state 
or potentate. 


Either of these facts will be established 
by testimony proving disloyal acts or utterances 
of the subject. Will you please institute an 
investigation to determine the$e facts. 


Respectfully, 


i»i^.TrIIrtS 1. C0nRE.i, ~/0O - // / 04 

United States AtTbrlYSyr^"' 

1 B 1 t{ 


Y>)C 



nov 1 0 m? 

. Y. C. 





Report wade at 


Report made by 


jDate when 
T.iade: 


Period for 
which made: 

7/1,2,-8/29/43 


K3'i YORK GIT 


Character of Case: 

SECURITY MATTER - G 
DENATURALIZATION PROCEEDINGS-G 
REGISTRATION ACT 


Title 


KURT I.ERTIG 


USA advised that for the present his office would not 
file a complaint for the denaturalization of the Subject 
Subject refuses to leave the Eastern military district 
in defiance of exclusion order of the Army issued June 
7, 1943- Subject va:. instructed in an order which was 
solved upon him on June 17, 1943, to report to the 
Director of the Internal Security Division in Her York 
City on June 21, 1943. Subject refused to comnlv with 


l^^dovised that a possible violation 
"the Registration ..ct might be developed. Subject reported, 
Confidential Informant, to be still assisting Germans 
New York City. 


Bureau file /65-9379 
Bureau letter dated July 24 
Bureau letter dated July 6. 
Report of ogseial a j.-r.t M 
26, 1943 ^ 


1943 to Nov; York City. 

City. 


DETAILS: On ,-ipril 30, 1943, <ir. John F. Sonnett, Assistant United States 

Attorney for the Southern District of Lev/ York, advised that 
for the present tine no compalint -would be filed toward the denaturalization 
of this Subject, inasmuch as there ’.as then pending an action which would be 
taken by the United States Army on an exclusion order as a result of a 
hearing which was grantjd the Subject by the Individual Exclusion Hearing 
«mrd, Second Service Command. 


pnrovad a; 
forwarded 



; i Nj.io.V ,. .i’l, . 





It us reported to the fork office of the Federal Sureau of 


Investigation, on Jun- 29, 1943» •: the ..ruy authorities that the Subject 
hud failed to report to than on Jura 21, 1943 as ordered, and that 
numerous letters had be-n written b/ 4 SitTIG to various military officials 
indicating that ho would r.ot comply with t.ho exclusion order inasmuch as 
the order vas urconstitut/ional anc' he was a loyal citizen. 


On July 1, 1943 Special the writer observed 

KUIiT i.3IiTIG on Hast 5ath Street. His j^^^Kc^^w!ov^ork City is - violation 
of the exclusion order, and under Public Li.w #503 is a criminal violation. 

On July 3> 1943 Special Agent 1. J. w'cCabe tolophonically communicated 
with assistant United States .-attorney, John F. Sonnott, for the Southern 
District of l. : ew York, and requested his opinion us to prosecutive action 
against the Subject for his violation of the exclusion order. Hr. Sonnott 
advised that nothing would be done until the military authorities requested 
the prosecution of 1 2RTIG for viol..tion of their exclusion order. The 
army has not yet requested that pros .cution be undertaken against ICURT 
H2RTIG for a violation of the exclusion order. 




Or, July 26. 1943( 

f, contacted th^y^j^jk office in order to discuss the 
present status of this Case. was of the opinion that it may 

be possible to obtain prosocut^rwr^Inst the Subject for violation of 
the Foreign Agents registration act of 1933. It was his opinion th-t the 
term "Foreign Principal" would include the Swiss Consulate %.dtb which 
I.GRTIC- has had considerable dealings. He also felt that the term "Foreign 
Principals" v;ould include a foreign political party and that ieURTIG, by 
his negotiations for repatriation of Germans who wore members of the Hazi 
Farty, had violated the act. 


s 
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There was a remote possibility, in'^^mPopinion, that a 
violation of the Sedition Act night be profferred inasmuch as L3RTIG tried 
to have German aliens released from the United States Army. ifJRTIG wrote 
numerous letters on behalf of cert&in German aliens who were inducted 
ujt^the United States army seeking their release. In this connectio^ 
^further stated that LLRTIG night have been merely acting in the 
capacity of a friend, and not with th^^etontion of undermining the morale 

Subsequently telephonic^ l^_advised_5£ccial 

that he had ocor^i^o 
hoy informed him that 

at .ashington, D.C., requesting that 
to prepare a lis t of G err.ans^fo r . repatriation 
instructio ns had been f orwarded t 
at 1 1 1 1 1 11 I MBBBB 11 ■’iaever. tltit ur.oouhtedl 


of t:ic 


agent 




therexore, would not be available f 


whose 


It was reported on 


[_acTIG t(jld trio informant that 

0 ..asnmgton, sJ.u. to see the Attorney General because he had 
been questioned ”oy the Federal Buroaq of Investigation, and that his premises 
had been searched, ne also told the(informant that he intended to testify 
at the trial of HELi.UTH LLIHLR, if the defense attorney so desired, IJ2RTIG 
stated that ho was sorry that he did not go back to Germany and give up his 
citizenship, and that he h~d filud u petition in the Judiciary Committee, 
urging Congress to prohibit the army from moving citizens out of various 
military areas. 


Again on 


oorevant, nlis~ exclusion. 13RTIG 

League 

in the past i ational Socialistsj how eve r that he 

would have nothing to do with him as he did not wish to impair his patriotism. 


cntihl Info man reported that i_f;TIG 


01 r^si 


med that taiRTIG 


{■•bj.T.viU 


i/niv r-f;'V ■ 






















.fiStESLEi! 


^Confidential Informanl^^again rop 
ill not grant interviews to Agents of t' 
bcc-iuse he does not wish to give evidei 
ans. At that time I3KTIG claimed ho re 
"Sonntag Post", and the "Herald Post",| 
T Confidential Informant 


further tlut 


reported on Karch 10, 1943 that he ha< 
Lnbcrviev/edJ^Pmi^^PII^^^^ and that upon search of her premises a 
letter da-.e^april 30, 1943 from HURT LERTIG was found. The letter from 
mTRTIG contained statements that he had brought complaints to the President, 
Attorney G-nerel, -nd the Federal bureau of Investigation on the unduly 
prolonging detention at Gilis Island of Germans, and that he was the only 
one who had the courage to protest repeatedly against this injustice, and 
because of this "Life" magazine and the newspaper "FM" had started a smear 
campaign against him and the Citizens Protective League. Tlu^^^^yragraph 
of the letter contains an appeal for financial assistance 

v/as inv est i^te^b^th^wjw York Field Division and she is emp^yedby^^^™ 

V New Ycrk City, v/no is also under investigation 
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